
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

New Member’s Packet



 

Session One 

City Presbyterian Church 
What we’re all about 

 
An introduction to City Presbyterian: 
 
Our History 
Doug moved to Oklahoma in 1993 and lived and worked in Stillwater with The Navigators for three years. After 
graduating from seminary, he moved to Norman to start the RUF (Reformed University Fellowship) work there, where 
he ministered for 10 years. He had always been wondering about church planting.  

Bobby is from Oklahoma City but moved away for college and seminary. He agreed to move to Norman to 
work as a church planting apprentice in 2009, praying that he might plant a church somewhere in the Oklahoma City 
metro.  

Doug had been asked several times to consider starting a church in Oklahoma City, but it was Bobby who 
was the most serious about it. They prayed and talked about it. Their wives thought it was a good idea. They asked 
people if they wanted a new church in downtown/midtown and heard an overwhelming “Yes!” They got the green light 
from the denomination, and officially started June 1.  

Since that time there have been a small committed group meeting together to talk and pray about what City 
Pres would be and look like. Doug and Bobby have been raising money and making contacts. City Pres began taking 
shape. City Pres was commissioned to be a mission church of the Presbyterian Church in America on August 12, 2011.  
You are here in the beginning stages of this great vision, and this is our first Introduction to City Pres class.  
 
Purpose of Introduction to City Pres 
This seminar is designed to provide an overview of the vision, theology, ministry plans, membership philosophy and 
opportunities for service at City Presbyterian Church. It’s for anyone interested in learning more about our church, as 
well as for those interested in becoming members.  

Write down any questions you might have and we’ll try to save time for a few of them at the end of each 
session. If you decide to pursue membership at City Pres, there is a questionnaire we ask you to fill out where you can 
also ask question, followed by a conversation with Doug or Bobby.  

This seminar will be something like going on some dates. The goal is to help you get to know us fairly 
quickly and well enough to see if you would want to keep dating or break up or join with us. Some may realize City Pres 
is not for you. Others may decide to stick around and keep exploring the church or the Christian faith. Others may 
decide to become members. This seminar and the follow-up conversations that will flow out of it are crafted to help 
you make that decision.  
 

City Pres is only in the early years of its ministry. We fully realize that these commitments are more easily 
written than accomplished. We see these as merely commitments toward which we strive. So please do not take this list 
of our hopes and dreams as being descriptive of where we are now. In fact, it may take us quite some time to grow into 
such an ambitious description. 

God’s Word teaches, “The mind of man plans his way, but the Lord directs his steps.” We seek to both have 
a plan and to be flexible for God to direct as he wishes. As we build we keep in mind that “unless the Lord builds the 
house, those who labor, labor in vain.” 

So we share these commitments with you in the hope that you might find something in them that touches 
your own idea of what you want your church to be. And having recognized in us a kindred spirit, we want you to join 
with us in seeking to make these commitments a reality through the power and grace of the God who calls us to them. 
 



 
Vision Overview 

 
 
Our Purpose 
City Presbyterian Church is a missional community that seeks to worship Christ and serve Oklahoma City. 
We’re here to love God and enjoy him forever.  
 
Our Hope 
Our hope is that through City Pres the city of Oklahoma City would look more and more like the City of God (Rev. 
21:1-4, 22:1-5). 
 
Our Vision and Our Prayers: 
 
Love God 
 
Christ’s Gospel - The King’s Grace 
We believe that when Christ ministers his kingdom rule through his church, the lives of individual people are transformed by his 
grace. 
 
We long to worship together. 
We tell stories of rescue. 
We know and live the Bible. 
 
May City Pres be: 
A church that leads people into a growing relationship with Jesus Christ and equips them to give their lives away for the cause of Christ and the 
glory of God. 
A church that regularly hears about and rejoices in Jesus’ work in resuing people from their sin and transforming them by his grace. 
A church full of committed Christ-followers who are discipling others and passing down truth. 
A church where the Bible is taught clearly, regularly, wholly, compellingly, and is applied to life in large groups, small groups and one on one 
meetings. 
A church that regularly meets to worship, being refreshed and encouraged by the Word of God and especially caring to sing robust, insightful, 
profound theological hymns to and with each other, including a rich expression of gifts and talents. 
A  church that invites people to the Lord’s Table each week to feed on him. 
A church that measures success through transformation and influence, not attendance or popularity. 
A church that concentrates on Scripture, Justification, and Sanctification and resists getting sidetracked from that core. 
 
 
 
Love People 
 
Christ’s Church: The King’s Community 
We believe that Christ’s Church is the primary instrument through which he carries out his kingdom mission in the world. 
 
We seek a true community of faith, hope and love in repentance, forgiveness and truth. 
We pray big prayers. 
We walk with Jesus - the King of Kings and Man of Sorrows.  
 
May City Pres be: 
May City Pres be: 
A church that cares deeply about relationships, not just having the right religion. People feel welcomed and that their stories and questions are 
listened to, taken seriously and understood. 
A church that is committed to and loves the church, encouraging each other to regularly participate in the means of grace and be in deep 
community. 
A church that is culturally, socio-economically, and racially diverse, just like our city. All types of people are invited and welcomed to our 
community. 



A church that is open to the spiritually thirsty. It has an outward face, inviting and welcoming outsiders to come in and join us. 
A church where people live in deep and rich community. Although this is extremely difficult, it is valued and cared about, and it provides hope in 
the redemptive nature of the gospel. 
A church that is not surprised by sin, but welcomes sinners and invites them to know the love of Christ. 
A church that  prays for, hopes for, and expects gospel change in people’s lives, rejoicing in shared victories and crying together in shared defeats. 
A church that takes unbelief, doubt and struggle seriously. You don’t have to have it all together to come be with us. 
A church that is filled with a deep, abiding joy in the midst of the brokenness of life. 
A church where we deal with conflict in a healthy, peacemaking way. 
A church where the leaders delight to lead and shepherd the people. The people are glad to be led. 
A church where the leaders are competent, respected, trained men whose hearts are broken by the gospel and who are friends working together. 
A church where the women are respected, loved, important leaders. 
A church where kids are treated as real people in the church cherished and loved by all the members. 
A church that won’t allow its membets to go to bed hungry. 
A church that is characterized by grace and known by love and service. 
A church where acts of generosity are the norm, not the exception. People regularly give up comforts, time and money to serve those around 
them. 
A church that encourages healthy friendships and relationships, and helps support strong marriages. 
A church where single adults don’t feel strange, have an important place and vital roles.  They’re incorporated and loved in community. 
A church that cares for the under-resourced, the oppressed, and the disenfranchised. 
A church that doesn’t take itself too seriously, but can laugh at itself, admit weaknesses and do so graciously, humbly, and confidently walking with 
Christ in his righteousness and not our own. 
 
 
Love the City 
 
Christ’s Kingdom - The King’s Mission 
We believe Christ’s kingdom is his powerful rule in the word and deed which brings God’s shalom to all of life. 
 
We want to change the world. 
We celebrate where God is at work and grieve where we see brokenness. 
We plant churches.  
 
May City Pres be: 
A church that cares for its city and wants to seek its shalom. We are for our place and love it and want to see it succeed. We’re “city-positive.” 
A church that cares about what God is doing in the world and invests our time, talent, resources and leaders across the globe. 
A church that attracts, equips, and supports leaders to make a difference for Christ in groups, businesses, schools, hospitals, science labs, 
courtrooms, art centers, concert halls, and city stages, carrying a Biblical worldview into all spheres of life. We seek to equip people and free them 
to minister the Gospel in their areas of influence. 
A church that sees itself as a part of the wider, broader body of Christ in our city, state, and world. 
A church that plants other churches throughout our city, region and world. 
A church that believes the Kingdom of God matters in our city. We are Resident Alien Servants here. 
A church that throws good parties that people want to come to. 
 
 
Our Convictions 
 
Scriptural/Orthodoxy 
The Bible, as interpreted in the orthodox and Reformed traditions of our church,  is our ultimate authority. It trumps 
our culture, our traditions and ourselves. We will be a Word-centered church in our small groups, worship and common 
life.  
 
A Missional Church 
The church is a mission. We believe a church is “not a building people go to, but the people who go” (Conn) to love 
and serve the world in Christ’s name. Our church will have an outward face and we expect unchurched and de-
churched people to be present at our public activities.We seek to be warm and winsome as we relate to others.  
 
Kingdom Prayer 
Prevailing corporate and individual prayer for God’s kingdom to come is a primary means of the Spirit’s renewing 
work. 



 
People and Place 
We seek to understand and sensitively engage the people and culture of Oklahoma City. 
 
Authenticity 
We will seek to embody a spirit authenticity, a biblical mixture of simplicity, honesty, and humility that people in our 
culture long for. We will strive to resist elitism in all its forms. 
 
Catholicity 
We will seek to truly embody “a catholic spirit,” supporting and working alongside other orthodox Christians for the 
greater good of Oklahoma City. We will seek to speak charitably about other congregations and communities of faith 
who differ with us. 
 
Our Focus 
Especially downtown and midtown Oklahoma City. This will be our beginning and our core. 
With a heartbeat for planting more churches in Oklahoma City Metro. We want to be a church planting church. 
We also want to have ministry in: The Capitol Community  |  Oklahoma City University  |  OU Health Science Center |  
The downtown business community  | Those without hope and help downtown and midtown 
 
 
 
That’s the overview.  
If you have questions, write them down and let’s talk about them.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

Session Two 

City Presbyterian Church 
What we’re all about - Loving God 

 
 
Love God 
 
Christ’s Gospel - The King’s Grace 
We believe that when Christ ministers his kingdom rule through his church, the lives of individual  people are transformed by his 
grace. 
 
We long to worship together. 
We tell stories of rescue. 
We know and live the Bible. 
 
May City Pres be: 
A church that leads people into a growing relationship with Jesus Christ and equips them to give their lives away for the cause of Christ and the 
glory of God. 
A church that regularly hears about and rejoices in Jesus’ work in resuing people from their sin and transforming them by his grace. 
A church full of committed Christ-followers who are discipling others and passing down truth. 
A church where the Bible is taught clearly, regularly, wholly, compellingly, and is applied to life in large groups, small groups and one on one 
meetings. 
A church that regularly meets to worship, being refreshed and encouraged by the Word of God and especially caring to sing robust, insightful, 
profound theological hymns to and with each other, including a rich expression of gifts and talents. 
A  church that invites people to the Lord’s Table each week to feed on him. 
A church that measures success through transformation and influence, not attendance or popularity. 
A church that concentrates on Scripture, Justification, and Sanctification and resists getting sidetracked from that core. 
 
 
When you join City Pres, the first question you’ll be asked in front of the church is this one: “Do you acknowledge 
yourself to be a sinner in the sight of God, justly deserving his displeasure and without hope except by his gracious 
mercy and do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God and only Savior of sinners, receiving and 
depending upon him alone for salvation as he is offered in the gospel?” 
We want to makes sure you understand what you will be affirming when you answer that question with a hearty, “I do!” 
What does it mean to truly Love God, our first and greatest core value?# 
 
 
Step 1 - You must be able to tell God that you are a sinner and deserve eternal punishment.  
 
God 
 - God is both a loving God and a just and holy God.  
 1 John 4:16a - And we have come to know and have believed the love which God has for us. God is love, and the one who abides 
in love abides in  God, and God abides in him.  
 Zephaniah 3:5a - The Lord is righteous within her. He will do no injustice. Every morning he brings his justice to light; he does 
not fail. But the unjust knows no shame.  
 
 - God told people that if they sinned they would be eternally condemned.  
 Romans 6:23a - For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
  
 Do we need God to be holy and just? Why is this important? 
 
 



People 
 
 - People were created to have loving fellowship with God, but people fall headlong  into sin by failing to obey 
and trust God.  
 Romans 3:23 - For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 
 How have you sinned? Can you recognize that you are numbered in this category? How so? 
 
 Because people have sinned, God’s perfect justice demands that they be punished.  
 Numbers 23:19 - God is not a man that he should lie, nor a son of man that he should change his mind. Has he said and will 
he not do it? Or has he spoken and will he not make it good? 
 
Step 2 - You must be able to tell God that you believe Jesus Christ paid the penalty by his atoning death on the cross.  
 
 
Christ 
  

- God’s standard of perfection requires the death of a perfect person to be the payment for peoples’ sin.  
 Hebrews 9:22b - And according to the law, one may also say, all things are cleansed with blood, and without shedding of blood 
there is no forgiveness.  
  
 - Because of God’s love for people, he sent Jesus Christ, who being both perfect (God) and a blood creature (a 
man), became the only substitute qualified to pay the penalty for people.  
 John 14:6 - Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth and the life; no one comes to the father but through me.” 
 
 Have you thought of Jesus this way? Do you think he was a real person? Do you think he was both God and 
man? Do you think he was just a good teacher who had a tragic death? Was he merely a legend that got trumped up as 
people wanted to believe something greater? What do you make of Jesus? What does he make of you? 
 
 
Grace 
 - Jesus’ voluntary death on the cross became the only alternate payment for people’s sin and is offered to all as 
a gracious gift.  
 1 Peter 3:18 - For Christ died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, in order that he might bring us to God, having been 
put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit.  
 Ephesians 2:8-9 - For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result 
of works, that one one should boast.  
 
 - Christ’s resurrection proved that his death paid for sin and secured eternal life for believers.  
 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 - For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according 
to the Scriptures, and that he was buried and that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures.  
 
 Do you believe that Jesus actually, physically, really rose from the dead? What other explanations do you have 
for his appearances? 
 Do you think that you deserve God’s grace? Why or why not? What does Ephesians 2:8-9 mean as applied to 
your life? 
 
Step 3 - You must be able to tell God that you are willing to give your live to Christ by receiving him as your Savior and Lord.  
 
 
Commitment 
  

- God’s gift of forgiveness and eternal life is received by means of repentance and belief.  
 Mark 1:14-15 - And after John had been taken into custody, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God saying, “The 
time has been fulfilled and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”  



 
 - Upon receiving this gift, God supernaturally regenerates the heart of a person, giving him or her a changed 
life.  
 John 1:12 - But as many as received him, to those he gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in his 
name.  
 2 Corinthians 5:17 - Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old has passed away; behold, new things have 
come.  
 John 10:10 - I have come that they may have life, and have it more abundantly.  
 
 Have you made this commitment to Jesus? Have you seen your need of him and his love for you? 
 
Invitation 
  
 - Faith and repentance can be expressed at any time by inviting Christ into your life.  
 - You can express desire for God to come into your life by praying a prayer like this:  
 “Lord God, I admit that I am a sinner, and I deserve your wrath and punishment. But I plead on your mercy 
and grace, that you have poured out that condemnation on your son Jesus Christ. I need your help and the grace you 
offer to me. Please be my Savior and my Lord and take up residence in my life. Hear my prayer this day. Amen.” 
 
 
Come, Ye Sinners 
1. Come, ye sinners, poor and wretched,  Weak and wounded, sick and sore;  
Jesus, ready, stands to save you, Full of pity, joined with power.   
He is able, He is able; He is willing; doubt no more. 
 
 
2. Come ye needy, come, and welcome,  God's free bounty glorify;  
True belief and true repentance, Every grace that brings you nigh.   
Without money, without money Come to Jesus Christ and buy. 
 
3. Come, ye weary, heavy laden, Bruised and broken by the fall;  
If you tarry ‘til you're better,  You will never come at all.  
Not the righteous, not the righteous; Sinners Jesus came to call. 
 
4. Let not conscience make you linger, Nor of fitness fondly dream;  
All the fitness He requires Is to feel your need of Him. 
This He gives you, this He gives you, ‘Tis the Spirit’s rising beam. 
 
5. Lo! The Incarnate God, ascended; Pleads the merit of His blood.  
Venture on Him; venture wholly, Let no other trust intrude. 
None but Jesus, none but Jesus  Can do helpless sinners good. 
 
 
  
Theologically 
In City Pres we often will use and refer to what is called the Westminster Confession of Faith and the Westminster 
catechisms. These are documents written way back in the 1640s by pastors who were working hard to best explain 
theology and the Scriptures. These are helpful because they are (fairly) concise statements that we can learn from and 
even memorize.  
 
WSC Q. 30. How does the Spirit apply to us the redemption purchased by Christ? 
A. The Spirit applies to us the redemption purchased by Christ, by working faith in us, and thereby uniting us to 
Christ in our effectual calling. 



  
 As a result of union with Christ, all that Christ has done for your redemption becomes yours forever. 
  
The first great benefit of union with Christ: Justification 
WSC Q. 33. What is justification? 
A. Justification is an act of God's free grace, wherein he pardones all our sins, and accepts us as righteous in his sight, 
only for the righteousness of Christ imputed to us, and received by faith alone. 
  
Justification is just the beginning: There are other aspects of union with Christ. 

Everything we need to be repaired and restored fully - Jesus did it for us. 
In Christ we’re also: 
- Adopted as his children. Rom. 1:4, Matt 3:1, Rom. 8:14-15, Gal. 4:4-6 
Q. 34. What is adoption? 
A. Adoption is an act of God's free grace, whereby we are received into the number, and have a right to all 

the privileges of, the sons of God. 
- The power of sin is destroyed by his life, death and resurrection. The power of Satan and his kingdom is 
broken. Hebr. 4:15, John 17:19 
- The Spirit enables us to live out a new life-pattern in relationship with God, self, others and the world in 

suffering, service and obedience. This process of growth into the image of Christ is called sanctification. Phil. 2:5-8, 
Matt 20.  

We have a new story. 
Q. 35. What is sanctification? 
A. Sanctification is the work of God's free grace, whereby we are renewed in the whole man after the image 

of God, and are enabled more and more to die unto sin, and live unto righteousness. 
- The Spirit enables us to grasp the truth of his word and have wisdom: 1 Cor. 1:30 

          - All the future aspects of redemption are ours: resurrection and glorification. 
  
         We’re not only united to Christ. We’re also united to his people! Eph. 2 
         Certain aspects of Christ’s restorative work are basically done: Adoption, Justification. Other aspects are only 
partially completed in us now: Sanctification, Holiness - though one day they’ll be fully complete. Salvation has what we 
call an already/not yet aspect to it. 
 
 
Questions for Reflection: 
- Have you ever stopped working to save yourself? 
- Have you transferred your trust from yourself to Christ for salvation?  
- “Then they asked him, ‘What must we do to do the works God requires?’ Jesus answered, ‘The work of God is this: to 
believe in the one he has sent.’” John 6:28-29 
- Please read through and reflect on Appendix C: A Guide to Justification and Sanctification in Christ.  
- Please fill out the following:  
 
 
 
 



 
My Spiritual Pilgrimage 

 
 
Name 
 
 
 
Date 
 
 
Please check below which statement best describes where you are in your spiritual journey:  
 
__ I am confident of my relationship with Christ, having already trusted him as Lord and Savior.  
 
 
__ I am not confident of my relationship with Christ though in the past I think I have sought to trust him as Lord and 
Savior.  
 
__ I have never trusted Christ as my Lord and Savior, but am presently investigating such a relationship.  
 
__ To the best of my knowledge, I believe I prayed today to trust Christ as my Lord and Savior.  
 
 
If you were to join City Pres, by what means would you join? 
 
__ Profession of faith in Christ (I’ve never been a member of another church.) 
 
__ Reaffirmation of faith in Christ 
 
__ By transfer of another church (I am a member in good standing with another church within the last year.) 
 
 
Please indicate you status regarding baptism: 
 
__ I have never been baptized.  
 
__ I was baptized as an infant.  
 
__ I was baptized as an adult.  
 
 
I have these questions about Christianity and the church: 
 



 

Session Three 

City Presbyterian Church 
What we’re all about - Loving God Part Two 

 
Love God 
 
Christ’s Gospel - The King’s Grace 
We believe that when Christ ministers his kingdom rule through his church, the lives of individual  people are transformed by his 
grace. 
 
We long to worship together. 
We tell stories of rescue. 
We know and live the Bible. 
 
May City Pres be: 
A church that leads people into a growing relationship with Jesus Christ and equips them to give their lives away for the cause of Christ and the 
glory of God. 
A church that regularly hears about and rejoices in Jesus’ work in rescuing people from their sin and transforming them by his grace. 
A church full of committed Christ-followers who are discipling others and passing down truth. 
A church where the Bible is taught clearly, regularly, wholly, compellingly, and is applied to life in large groups, small groups and one on one 
meetings. 
A church that regularly meets to worship, being refreshed and encouraged by the Word of God and especially caring to sing robust, insightful, 
profound theological hymns to and with each other, including a rich expression of gifts and talents. 
A  church that invites people to the Lord’s Table each week to feed on him. 
A church that measures success through transformation and influence, not attendance or popularity. 
A church that concentrates on Scripture, Justification, and Sanctification and resists getting sidetracked from that core. 
 
 
 
Some of you are thinking: this sounds great! I want to believe this!  I want to be a part of this! 
But there’s a little voice in your head saying This is not for me.  This community and this mission is not for me because 
God is not for me. 
  
Some think God is not for me because I’m too bad.  He’d never want someone like me or let be a part of his family. 
Others think God is not for me because I’m too good. You don’t feel a need for God or to be a part of something like this 
to make your life meaningful. 
  
 
 Luke 15.1-2, 11-32. 
  
1. Younger Brother: Alienated by ____________ 
  
 
 
 
Can you relate to the younger brother?  
 
 
  
 
 



An important, essential truth: The gospel is for bad people.   
 
 
 
There is no sin, no problem, no addiction, no sickness, brokenness, past, trauma, experience that disqualifies you from 
the kiss of God.   
 
  
 
  
2. Older brother: Alienated by ____________ 
  
 
 
 
Can you see yourself in the life and reaction of the older brother? 
 
Why did he obey all those years? To get father’s stuff and to not have to mess with his father.  
  
 
Many of us believe and behave like we’re in a contract with God. We think,  I’ll obey as long as you give me…affluence, a 
spouse/kids, health, nobody I love dies, I get over this sin…etc.  
  
 
 
Can you see yourself as one of the brothers? Where are you in this story? 
 
 
 
3. How can this be healed and changed? 
 
 
Don’t we see both of these brothers in our hearts and all over Oklahoma City? 
  
 
Conclusion: 
Jesus is showing us the two ways to be lost: in badness or goodness, in despair or pride, in rebellion or religion. 
Both have same root: God is not good enough to take care of me so I have to take care of myself by keeping or 
breaking the rules.  Rebel and run away or rebel and stay close. 
  
Result is the same alienation, thinking “God is not really for me.”  
  
The gospel message of grace overturns the lie. It shouts, “This God is good!” 
This God is for you because of Jesus and his death and resurrection! The kiss, the embrace and the robe are for you. 
 You’re a new person in a new relationship with God, with the status of a justified son or daughter. He’ll never let you 
go or give up on you or stop loving you. 
  
This gospel of grace ignites the party of the new community. And it motivates our mission as we follow Jesus into our 
needy world. 
  
Because God is for you, this new community is for you. This kingdom mission is for you. 
There’s a hole in the church that only you can fill. There’s a hole in the kingdom of God shaped just like you.  



  
These are the truths that we believe and will fuel our life together. We invite you to come believe and practice them 
with us. 
The second question you will be asked for church membership is this one: “Do you resolve and promise in humble 
reliance upon the Holy Spirit that you will endeavor to live as becomes a follower of Christ?” This question is also one 
that deals with Loving God, so we want to talk about how you might go about fulfilling this when you declare “I do.”  
 
Gospel Disciplines 
Throughout history, the church has taught that certain disciplines help nuture our life of faith in Christ. The church has 
historically put them all under four headings, called the means of grace.  
 
1. ________________ 
We grow spiritually as we read, study and meditate upon the Holy Scriptures. Here are some specific disciplines 
involved in centering our lives more and more in God’s word: 
 - Hearing preaching and teaching of the Scriptures by those who have been gifted and called and ordained to 
this ministry.  
 - Studying and discussing the Bible in small groups 
 - Personal reading, listening, study, memorization and meditation.  
 - Commitment to understanding, discussing and following/obeying the Bible. We are under its authority. We 
do not stand authoritatively under it. We submit to God’s word.  
 
2. ________________ 
The second means of spiritual growth is spending time with God in prayer, which takes many forms: 
 - Prayers in public worship, whether led, sung, written responsive, etc.  
 - Prayer with others in smaller groups or one on one.  
 - Private prayers, as part of a time set apart for prayer and Bible reading.  
 - Quick, short prayers offered spontaneously.  
 
3. ________________ 
 
Baptism 
You can’t baptize yourself, and the Bible teaches that baptism is not to be repeated, so how does baptism help you 
grow? 
 - Baptism incorporates you into the church, the community of God’s people in which God is uniquely at work 
by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
 - Baptism provides assurance to struggling believers. It is a covenant sign in which God says, “I will never 
abandon you. Trust in me.”  
 - Every baptism is a community event in which all Christians are reminded of their unique relationship to God.  
 
The Lord’s Table 
Again, this is not a private ceremony, but one done in and with the church. This sacrament is a central act of Christian 
worship, and a chief way in which we grow spiritually.  
 - When you receive the Lord’s Supper, Christ feeds you with himself, deepening your union with him. Just as 
bread and wine strengthen and refresh us physically, so the Eucharist strengthens and refreshes us spiritually (John 6).  
 - The Lord’s Supper strengthens the whole church by uniting disparate believers into one fellowship in which 
we grow together.  
 - The Lord’s Supper is also a time of renewal in which we offer ourselves as “living sacrifices” back to God. 
Romans 12:1-2.  
 
4. ________________ 
We grow in faith as we live in relationship with other Christians, encouraging each other and participating in the other 
means of grace together.  
The most basic step of partaking in City Pres fellowship is by joining a CityGroup, but we also recommend going out to 
eat together, throwing parties, asking good questions, praying together, learning each other’s names, inviting people into 



your home, going to city events together and so many more things we can.  
 
These four are the primary means of grace. In gratitude for the gospel, we grow spiritually when we make disciplined 
use of them.  
Note that there are three basic patterns to our use of these three spiritual disciplines: 
- The Scriptures teach that basic to the Christian life is the weekly pattern of using the means of grace in the context of 
corporate worship on the Lord’s Day (see Acts 20:7, Hebrews 10:25) 
- The Bible also teaches the vital importance of a daily pattern of prayer and Bible study (see Daniel 6:10) 
- And while not explicitly taught in Scripture, the church has traditionally followed an annual pattern that reminds us of 
the central truths of the gospel. That’s why at City Pres we follow the traditional church year (Advent, Christmas, 
Epiphany, Lent, Easter and the seasons after Pentecost)  
 
 
The Regular Christian Life 
Most of this sounds pretty great and spectacular. We can believe and understand Jesus. We can apply the means of 
grace in our lives, regularly practicing the disciplines - and we can love God! 
 
But... 
There is a possible trap out there waiting for us. Do you know what it is? 
 
Many of us live on a Believe ----> Do paradigm. We think that really we need to believe more and then that will 
translate into pragmatic action. In some sense this is true. When we see sin and trouble in our life, we can trace it back 
to something about God or his world or his church or his Word that we don’t fully understand.  
However, the heart doesn’t exactly work that way. Things aren’t quite so easy.  
And the Christian life isn’t always so victorious. We encounter things that this Believe Do model doesn’t account for.  
 
Sometimes you will be striving to obey God, and things will go poorly for you. Pursuing God in obedience can put you 
in very hard places professionally, relationally and situationally. Some of us think that walking with God will lead to 
nice, perfect, beautiful, stress-free lives, and we’re surprised when it doesn’t. Remember Joseph’s story in Genesis? Can 
you think of other examples in the Bible? 
 
In many ways, obedience leads to suffering. If you look through the Bible at the lives of those who walked with God, 
you will see tremendous suffering and sadness.  
 
We have another problem - our hearts. Jeremiah 17:9 
We have deep and hidden places in our hearts and lives that are broken and needy. People touch those places 
sometimes on purpose and sometimes on accident. When we walk with God, he even touches those sore spots. 
Sometimes they’re lingering and festering. Other times they’re blocked off and ignored. But they are there.  
 
What are some of those areas in your life? What words and conversations make you defensive? What situations make 
you uneasy? What memories do you wish were gone?   
We will often come into a situation and say, “I can’t” or “I won’t.” And we give up or give in or give over.  
 
What do we do with this profound experience? 
Many Christians don’t acknowledge it. They assume that if you have these experiences of doubt or unbelief or sin, that 
you are not having enough faith. In one sense they’re right. We do need more faith. But in another way, that is just so 
simplistic of a view of the way people live, think, act and believe.  
 
We need to be honest with our struggles and bring them to God and to each other. We should walk together in our 
hurts, instead of hiding them. This takes courage, tremendous courage, strength and resolve. Galatians 6:1-2. It also 
takes grace, kindness, love and patience to hear such stories and walk with someone through them. Are you ready to 
hear people’s true sadness, brokenness and neediness? 
 
We also need to walk with Jesus in these areas and in our loneliness. He doesn’t promise to fix them all right now. He 



even leads us to and lets us find these places. Think of Jesus’ interaction with Peter on the night he was betrayed after 
he washed their feet. Jesus knew Peter would deny and betray him, but he still let him do it? Why? To know his love 
more. To find his heart more. To see the love of Christ more and more. He works in broken places, among the meek 
and lowly. That’s where you’ll find Jesus.  
 
So Love God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength. Pursue the spiritual disciplines and means of grace. Also 
know that the trials and struggles you have are not unusual. Talk about them and submit to them as a way God is 
changing you. Rejoice in his triumphs in your life. Walk with Jesus in the midst of heartache and sadness. We find 
ourselves in the stories and symbols God gives us, so we can have a deep, abiding love of Christ.  
 
Reflect on this hymn written by Anne Steele: 
 
I Asked The Lord 
1. I asked the Lord that I might grow In faith and love and every grace 
Might more of His salvation know And seek more earnestly His face 
 
2. Twas He who taught me thus to pray And He I trust has answered prayer 
But it has been in such a way As almost drove me to despair 
 
3. I hoped that in some favored hour At once He'd answer my request 
And by His love's constraining power Subdue my sins and give me rest 
 
4. Instead of this He made me feel The hidden evils of my heart 
And let the angry powers of Hell Assault my soul in every part 
 
5. Yea more with His own hand He seemed Intent to aggravate my woe 
Crossed all the fair designs I schemed, Cast out my feelings, laid me low 
 
6. Lord why is this, I trembling cried Wilt Thou pursue thy worm to death? 
“Tis in this way” The Lord replied “I answer prayer for grace and faith” 
 
7. “These inward trials I employ From self and pride to set thee free 
And break thy schemes of earthly joy That thou mayest seek thy all in me, 
That thou mayest seek thy all in me.” 
 
 
Ramifications for City Pres 
We seek to be a gospel driven church.  
- This gospel is our chief motivation and shapes our ethos of grace.  
- This gospel gives us confidence and hope: we believe Jesus can change anyone, even me, even you, even our broken 
friends and neighbors.  
- The gospel gives us the ability to go into the broken, needy places of our hearts and believe that Jesus is there walking 
with us.  
 
We seek to saturate our common life with the gospel in several ways: 
- We seek to minister the gospel in all of our avenues of ministry: in worship and sermons, in small groups, in individual 
relationships 
- We seek to help every individual in our church grasp this gospel more fully: all people - both Christians and non-
Christians - need the gospel  
- Specifically we understand Christian growth to center around all people growing in their faith in Christ for all he’s 
promised in the gospel.  
- We tell stories of rescue.  
- We walk with Jesus - the King of Kings and Man of Sorrows.  

- We know and live the Bible. That is where we find out about the salvation of God and his will for our lives.



Session Four 

City Presbyterian Church 
What we’re all about - Loving People 

 
 
Love People 
 
Christ’s Church: The King’s Community 
We believe that Christ’s Church is the primary instrument through which he carries out his kingdom mission in the world. 
 
We seek a true community of faith, hope and love in repentance, forgiveness and truth. 
We pray big prayers. 
We walk with Jesus - the King of Kings and Man of Sorrows.  
 
May City Pres be: 
A church that cares deeply about relationships, not just having the right religion. People feel welcomed and that their stories and questions are 
listened to, taken seriously and understood. 
A church that is committed to and loves the church, encouraging each other to regularly participate in the means of grace and be in deep 
community. 
A church that is culturally, socio-economically, and racially diverse, just like our city. All types of people are invited and welcomed to our 
community. 
A church that is open to the spiritually thirsty. It has an outward face, inviting and welcoming outsiders to come in and join us. 
A church where people live in deep and rich community. Although this is extremely difficult, it is valued and cared about, and it provides hope in 
the redemptive nature of the gospel. 
A church that is not surprised by sin, but welcomes sinners and invites them to know the love of Christ. 
A church that  prays for, hopes for, and expects gospel change in people’s lives, rejoicing in shared victories and crying together in shared defeats. 
A church that takes unbelief, doubt and struggle seriously. You don’t have to have it all together to come be with us. 
A church that is filled with a deep, abiding joy in the midst of the brokenness of life. 
A church where we deal with conflict in a healthy, peacemaking way. 
A church where the leaders delight to lead and shepherd the people. The people are glad to be led. 
A church where the leaders are competent, respected, trained men whose hearts are broken by the gospel and who are friends working together. 
A church where the women are respected, loved, important leaders. 
A church where kids are treated as real people in the church cherished and loved by all the members. 
A church that won’t allow its members to go to bed hungry. 
A church that is characterized by grace and known by love and service. 
A church where acts of generosity are the norm, not the exception. People regularly give up comforts, time and money to serve those around 
them. 
A church that encourages healthy friendships and relationships, and helps support strong marriages. 
A church where single adults don’t feel strange, have an important place and vital roles.  They’re incorporated and loved in community. 
A church that cares for the under-resourced, the oppressed, and the disenfranchised. 
A church that doesn’t take itself too seriously, but can laugh at itself, admit weaknesses and do so graciously, humbly, and confidently walking with 
Christ in his righteousness and not our own. 
 
 
 
Do you see people? Watch this short youtube video that was produced by Chick Fila for its employees. It is not a commercial for Chick Fila.   
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2v0RhvZ3lvY&feature=share 
 
 
 
 
 
There are several key truths about the church we want to emphasize at City Pres.  
 
1. Christ is ________________ in his church.  
 
 



 
 
2. Christ has given his church three primary ________________ to live out.  
 
 
 
3. Christ leads his church into a life-giving relationship with the ________________.  
 
The church’s ________________ - Because we’re God’s people, we are not of the world. John 17:6-10, 14, 16-17, 19 
 
 
 
 
How does this alien identity (“not of”)help us remember how to love people? What impact does this have if we do this 
or don’t do this? 
 
 
The church’s ________________ - We’re in the world. John 17:11, 15 
 
 
 
 
How does this resident identity affect us? What does doing this well and doing this poorly look like? 
 
 
The church’s ________________ - We’re for the world. John 17:18-20-23 
 
 
 
How does this servant identity form our mission? How are ways that being servants of Oklahoma City and its people 
could look? How are ways you have seen Christians and the church mismanage this servant identity? 
 
 
 
 
 
Loving people this way is hard work. People are so difficult.  
 
 
 
Why should we love people? 
 
 
 
There are a lot of church hurt people. You might be one. How has the church not loved people as it should?  
 
 
 
 
As we’re saying, an important aspect of Loving People is how is connecting to the church. 
The fifth question you’ll be asked upon membership is: “Do you submit yourself to the government and discipline of 



the church, promising both to further its purity and peace?”  
We’ll talk more about church membership in detail in a later session, but here we want to highlight a few important 
features.  
 
A Commitment to Church Leadership 

Hebrews 13:17 - Obey your leaders and submit to them; for they keep watch over your souls, as those who 
will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.”  
 
 - Every Christian should be declared a member of God’s earthly kingdom by ordained leadership within the 
church.  
 - Every Christian should be under the authority of ordained leadership within the church.  
 - Every Christian should be willing to stand accountable to ordained leadership within the church.  
 
 Shepherding, care and church discipline of our members is done by our elders. We also work strongly with 
CityGroup leaders as the first line of relationship and care. But ultimately these things rest with the elders. If and when 
issues arise between members of the church, the first place to start is with your CityGroup leaders. But the elders are 
there to mediate the situation to restore the peace and purity of the church. Since the elders hold the keys to the 
kingdom, if a member requests to withdraw because of specific problems or disappointments with the church, the 
Session shall attempt to resolve those matters so that the member may remain in the church and enjoy greater 
fruitfulness and personal spiritual growth. If the Session is unable to resolve those matters, it shall offer to assist the 
member in locating a church of like faith and practice that can respond more effectively to his or her gifts and needs. If 
it appears to the Session that a member has requested removal merely to avoid church discipline, that request shall not 
be given effect until the disciplinary process has been properly concluded.  
 
 - Every Christian must be a member in good standing with a church to have access to the Lord’s Supper and to 
marry another member of the church.  
 
Harmony With Other Christians 
  
 One of the most destructive aspects of living in real community is how we speak of each other and handle 
conflict.  
 
 At City Pres we’d like to make a commitment to not give negative reports about people - that would include 
words, tonal patterns or even facial expressions that would put someone else in a bad light.  
 
 We’d like everyone to agree to give only good reports. When that is not possible, we would remain silent or 
then privately go to the person, confirm our goal and explain the offense that would keep us from giving a good report. 
We would attempt as best we can to approach that person in a spirit of genuine love, having first examined and 
corrected our own attitudes and actions. Only if we are unable to restore an offender would we share the problem with 
others according to the principles of Scriptures. When we violate this goal, we purpose to ask forgiveness, knowing that 
God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble.  
 
 Read Proverbs 6:16-19 and see how bad reports stack up with some other sins.  
 
 - We encourage members to overlook any offenses and forgive as we have been forgiven. We also encourage 
members to see how they might have offended or hurt someone in this situation.  
 - When an offense cannot be overlooked, the member should approach the offender and bring it to his or her 
attention. This may happen to you either way. Please pray about your attitude for when the situation arises when 
someone is bringing a concern to your attention and ask God to help you respond graciously and listen to the person 
who has been hurt by you.  

- If reconciliation and understanding do no result from this personal meeting, we encourage the offended 
party to enlist the help of a close brother or sister in Christ and attempt to work through the conflict with this person 
present.  

- If that attempt, the next step would be to bring in CityGroup leader.  



- If attempts to work out the conflict still do not work, the parties should contact the elders for help, 
mediation and spiritual care.  
- The elders will assess the situation and assign a spiritual care team consisting of elders and other leaders to 
come alongside those in conflict. This care team will not side with one party or the other, but it will help 
both parties to identify sin, confess and pray for true repentance and reconciliation by the power of the Holy 
Spirit.  
- If one or both parties are not willing to reconcile, the care team may transition the conflict to a church 
discipline case with the hope of restoration and reconciliation through the church censures. These censures 
can include suspension from the Lord’s Table, and as a last resort, excommunication from the church. Both 
of these censures are used as an act of love and with the hope of restoration as commanded by the Lord. We 
hope to rarely if ever have to take these censures, but we will out of obedience to the Lord and care for his 
people and church, including those who are under discipline.  

  
 
 
Ramifications for City Pres 
- It gives us confidence - Christ is with us, leading us. Nothing will stop Jesus from building his church (Matt. 16:18).  
- It tells us who we are  and what to do as a church in Oklahoma City. It self-consciously directs our practical ministry 
plans (as you’ll see later). We do these things.  
- Loving People means we are for people. There are a lot of things to be against, and we want to hate what God hates. 
But we want to be for people, to remember that everyone is created in the image of God, and no one is too far gone for 
God’s grace.  
- We do not want to “bait and switch” people, tricking them into activities or relationships.  
- This understanding of how the church should relate to the world tells us what kind of church we seek to be here. We 
are not called to be a church enmeshed in a parallel evangelical subculture. We are not called to be a megachurch. 
Rather, we are called as a church to be an evangelical counter culture. To be Resident Alien Servants who are in, not of, and for 
Oklahoma City.  
“In this model, believers engage with the pagan culture and co-work with pagan people, but in ways that reveal the distinctiveness of the values 
of the kingdom of God... In some ways believers are externally quite like the surrounding culture (positive and conversant with it), without 
pious jargon and other Christian trappings - yet in worldview, values, and lifestyle they demonstrate chastity, simplicity, humility and self-
sacrifice. They are quite different in the way they understand money, relationships, human life, sex and so on. This is the Resident Aliens or 
“colony of heaven” model. Believers are truly resident, yet not seeking the power or approval of their dominant culture. They learn the 
language and ways of their host culture, but their citizenship and ultimate allegiance is in heaven. They show the world an alternative way of 
living and being a human community.” - Tim Keller 
See Appendix A for more of Keller’s comments on church-world models 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Session Five 

City Presbyterian Church 
What we’re all about - Loving the City 

 
Love the City 
 
Christ’s Kingdom - The King’s Mission 
We believe Christ’s kingdom is his powerful rule in the word and deed which brings God’s shalom to all of life. 
 
We want to change the world. 
We celebrate where God is at work pushing back darkness. 
We plant churches.  
 
May City Pres be: 
A church that cares for its city and wants to seek its shalom. We are for our place and love it and want to see it succeed. We’re “city-positive.” 
A church that cares about what God is doing in the world and invests our time, talent, resources and leaders across the globe. 
A church that attracts, equips, and supports leaders to make a difference for Christ in groups, businesses, schools, hospitals, science labs, 
courtrooms, art centers, concert halls, and city stages, carrying a Biblical worldview into all spheres of life. We seek to equip people and free them 
to minister the Gospel in their areas of influence. 
A church that sees itself as a part of the wider, broader body of Christ in our city, state, and world. 
A church that plants other churches throughout our city, region and world. 
A church that believes the Kingdom of God matters in our city. We are Resident Alien Servants here. 
A church that throws good parties that people want to come to. 
 
 
 
Creation Fall Redemption 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Aside:  
 
 
 
 
 
Key Text: Isaiah 40:9-11, 52:7-8 
 
 
 
 
“The webbing together of God, humans, and all creation in justice, fulfillment and delight in what the Hebrew prophets 
call shalom... in the Bible, shalom means universal flourishing, wholeness and delight... shalom, in other words, is the way 
things ought to be.” Cornelius Plantinga (Not the Way It’s Supposed To Be, 10) 
 “Shalom is the human being dwelling at peace in all his or her relationships: with God, with self, with fellows 
and with nature.” Nicholas Wolterstorff (Until Justice And Peace Embrace, 69) 
 



 
Jesus: The King Brings His Kingdom 
Mark 1:14-15, Isaiah 61:1-3, Luke 4:16-21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Nature of Christ’s Kingdom - Not of This World 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary 
This drama of the kingdom of Jesus is the story of the narrative of reality; it’s the story of history, of our lives. It’s the 
narrative arc that gives all our little stories and even the individual episodes of our daily lives meaning, significance and 
purpose. Until your life finds its place in this story, your life doesn’t make sense. To recognize the reality of the 
kingdom and order your life around this is to enter the kingdom and become a follower of the true king, Jesus.  
 
 
 
Jonah 4 
Jeremiah 29 
 
 
 
Questions: 
What are the issues and rhythms of life in Oklahoma City? 
What makes Oklahoma City unique? 
What do you think loving the city might look like? 
What would be on our “seal” if we made one for our church in Oklahoma City? 
What is God asking us to do in Oklahoma City?  -- Let’s believe in him to do it!! Let’s trust him and go out. 
 
 
Ramifications for City Pres 
Our church is built on this truth of the kingdom and loving the city this way. It’s the backdrop to everything we are and 
dream of being. We believe this king is real, alive, ruling and coming again. We believe his kingdom is operative in the 
world. We believe that this king and his kingdom is the only thing worth living for and the only thing worth dying for. 
We want to follow this king and be a part of his kingdom coming further and deeper here in Oklahoma City.  
 
This is our dream for our city and for ourselves: to see his kingdom come in every dimension of life: in our 
neighborhoods, relationships, schools, businesses and culture. To see that flourish among the poor and between divided 
races. This vision of the kingdom paints a beautiful picture of the future for which we hope - the city of Oklahoma City 
becoming more and more a city of shalom.  
 
A King and A Kingdom, Derek Webb 
who’s your brother, who's your sister  | you just walked passed him | i think you missed her  
as we're all migrating to the place where our father lives  |’cause we married in to a family of immigrants  
 
Chorus: my first allegiance is not to a flag, a country, or a man  
my first allegiance is not to democracy or blood | it’s to a king and a kingdom  



 
there are two great lies that i’ve heard: | “the day you eat of the fruit of that tree, you will not surely die”  
and that Jesus Christ was a white, middle-class republican | and if you wanna be saved you have to learn to be like Him  
 
but nothing unifies like a common enemy | and we’ve got one, sure as hell  
but he may be living in your house  | he may be raising up your kids  
he may be sleeping with your wife | oh no, he may not look like you think 
 
Discussion: 
What do you think it would look like for Christ’s kingdom to come in Oklahoma City in a dramatic way? 
What would shalom look like? How would life change in downtown, midtown and Oklahoma City?  How would the 
economy, race relations and neighborhoods change? 
How would your life, relationships and work change? 
Where do you see you being involved with this mission and work? 
 
See Appendix E - Keller’s article about cities. 



 

Session Six 

City Presbyterian Church 
What we’re all about - Ministry 

 
In our last session we discussed the purpose of Jesus’ ministry and ours. To restore his shalom between God, ourselves, 
each other and his creation.  
  
Do you understand, believe in and participate in this purpose? 
Will you expect the City Pres pastors to carry all the weight of this purpose? 
Why is it tempting to abdicate your participation in the purpose to someone else? 
Do you believe you can be used in ministry? Do you believe you’re gifted and called to serve? 
 
Not only do we see Jesus’ purpose, but we also can notice his pattern for ministry.  
  
The Pattern of Ministry 
  
1. Jesus’ Incarnation, Life, Death, and Resurrection. 
  
a) Christ’s incarnation: Jn 1.14, Phil. 2.5-11 
  
b) Christ’s life of service in word/deed (Lk. 24, Acts 1), bringing grace and truth (Jn. 1.14) 
  
c) Christ’s suffering and sacrificial death 
  
d) Christ’s resurrection 
  
 
 
 
  
2. Biblical Ministry Is ________________. 
   
 
 
 
 
3. Biblical Ministry Involves a ________________. 
 
         
 
 
  
 4. Biblical Ministry Brings ________________________________. 
 
  
  
  
Jesus knew this: Mark 6.1-6, 7.34, 10.17-22, John 11.33, 38, and of course the cross. 
Paul knew this: Romans 9.1-3, 1 Cor.2.1-3, 4.8-17, 2 Cor. 1.5-10, 2.4, 13-16, 4.7-12, 6.3-10, 7.5, 11.23-29, 12.1-8, 13.4 



Gal. 6.17.  Phil. 3.9-11. Col. 1.24 (See Ferguson, The Holy Spirit, ch. 7) 
  
5. Biblical Ministry (blessed by HS) Leads to ________________________________. 
 
 
 
  
How has your life this year been conformed to Christ’s pattern? 
Does this shed light on any of your issues, problems? 
  
 
 
 
Our Church’s Focus 
 
Our three truths generate our purpose, hopes and practices. Jesus is out to make a new creation (LtC) through a new 
community (LP) made up of new people (LG).  
 
 
 
This vision is our vision.  
 
 
 
The Rocket Diagram 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ramifications for City Pres:  
We will not be driven by political tangents of the left or the right.  

- We won’t participate in the culture war or send culture war signals of any kind. We will always seek to 
transcend right/left ideologies by critiquing them where they are unbiblical. We will always acknowledge that our first 
allegiance is not to our country or culture, but to Christ and his global church. You won’t find voting guides or July 4 
celebrations in our church.  
 
We will not be driven by ethical or theological tangents.  
 - We refuse to be defined by hot-button issues such as abortion, homosexuality, ratings standards or parenting 
styles.  
 - We refuse to focus on theological tangents such as end times, prophecy, creation/evolution, apologetics or 
Sabbath regulations.  
 
We refuse to let our mission be taken over by other elements of the Christian subculture.  
 - We will not take a position on schooling issues (as a church), for example, but will leave room for different 
choices among Christian parents.  



 
Our Convictions 
In addition to our core truths, there also exist a deeper set of theological convictions that influence how we will seek to 
carry out our vision.  
 
________________________________ 
 
The Bible, as interpreted in the orthodox and Reformed traditions of our church,  is our ultimate authority. It trumps 
our culture, our traditions and ourselves. We will be a Word-centered church in our small groups, worship and common 
life.  
 
A ________________ Church 
 
The church is a mission. We believe a church is “not a building people go to, but the people who go” (Conn) to love 
and serve the world in Christ’s name. Our church will have an outward face and we expect unchurched and de-
churched people to be present at our public activities. 
We want to blow the stereotype people have of us by embodying the gospel in paradoxical ways that people haven’t 
seen and can’t explain: 
 Being orthodox and... ministering to the poor, having gay friends, being hospitable and involved in your 
neighborhood, etc. 
 Being orthodox and... compassionate, humble, broken, open about our sins and struggles, our needs 
 Being orthodox and... culturally engaged.  
Because we expect nonChristian, unchurched, de-churched, postmodern people to be present in our community, at all 
our events, in our CityGroups, etc, we will always speak and conduct ourselves as if we are being overheard by 
nonChristians (because we are).  
 No “Christian-ese” - always explain terms and concepts because people aren’t familiar with them.  
 Avoid tribal language, us/them language and any derogatory remarks about anyone (mocking, jokes about 
people who have different views or lifestyles, inside jokes, etc).  
 
________________ 
 
Prevailing corporate and individual prayer for God’s kingdom to come is a primary means of the Spirit’s renewing 
work. We must be a praying church. We will do this in our own lives, together as we meet one on one, in CityGroups 
and at church. Please pray with someone during and after worship services, as this will mean the world to them.  
 
________________ 
 
We seek to understand and sensitively engage the people and culture of Oklahoma City. We want to be here.  
 
________________ 
 
We will seek to embody a spirit of authenticity, a biblical mixture of simplicity, honesty, and humility that people in our 
culture long for. We will strive to resist elitism in all its forms. 
 
________________ 
 
We will seek to truly embody “a catholic spirit,” supporting and working alongside other orthodox Christians for the 
greater good of Oklahoma City.  

We will seek to partner in mission with other orthodox churches in Oklahoma City. We will not be driven 
by an unhealthy denominationalism that “flag waves” about our Presbyterian or Reformed distinctives all the time. 
We’ll see to “do” our distinctives, not bash people with them.  

We will seek to speak charitably about other congregations and communities of faith who differ with us. 
 
 



Questions: 
Where have you been hurt in your church life? 

 
What are your expectations of City Pres? 
 Are you prepared to be disappointed with City Pres? 

 
What are your expectations of the pastors of City Pres? 
 Are you prepared to be disappointed with your pastors? 

 
What are your realistic hopes for City Pres? 

 
 
 
 



 

Session Seven 

City Presbyterian Church 
What we’re all about - past present and future 

 
 
City Pres Past - Where do we come from? 
 
Introduction 
No church simply appears overnight out of nowhere. All individual churches are a part of some historical and 
theological tradition within the broader church. In this section we seek to explain where City Pres comes from both 
doctrinally and denominationally? 
 
Our Beliefs: Orthodox, Evangelical, Reformed 
 
Our Orthodox Convictions 
First of all, City Pres unashamedly embraces the orthodox (or catholic, which means “universal”) faith. By stating that we 
are committed to the orthodox faith, we are saying we wholeheartedy embrace those basic convictions that have been 
believed by the church throughout history and that are confessed in the ecumenical creeds of the early church: 
especially the Apostles’ Creed and Nicene Creed. 

These are the four basic convictions of this Christian tradition: 
 

1.  _______________ There is one God, who eternally exists in a communion of three persons—the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
 

2.      _______________  The Second Person of the Holy Trinity—God the Son—became man in the 
person of Jesus Christ.  Jesus is both fully God and fully human. 
 

3.      _______________  Jesus Christ died on the cross and was raised from the dead for the salvation of 
his people. 
 

4.      _______________  God is doing this work of salvation in and through a community of people 
assembled from every tribe, language and nation. 
 
 
 
Our Evangelical Convictions 
City Pres  is also an evangelical church.  While in some circles evangelical simply means “Protestant,” and in others it may 
(wrongly) to be used to refer to the American Christian Right, we use the term to refer to churches that continue to 
believe the historic Protestant faith. We are an evangelical church in that we embrace those basic Christian doctrines 
that have been downplayed and rejected by many “modern” critics of the faith, especially since the 19th century. Here 
are some convictions that we share with other evangelical churches across the globe: 
 

1.      The _______________ of Christ  Jesus said that everything written in the Old Testament was 
fulfilled in him (Luke 24:44) and evangelicals have centered themselves on the person and work of Jesus the Christ. 
 Evangelicals believe that Jesus is the only source of salvation. This emphasis on Christ has always been a distinguishing 
characteristic evident in the preaching, liturgy and songs of evangelical churches. 
 

2.      The _______________ of Scripture  We believe that the Holy Scriptures are completely trustworthy, 
our ultimate authority for our beliefs and our lifestyles. We believe that the Scriptures are inspired (2 Timothy 3:16), 
which in Christian theology means that God oversaw the writing the Bible in such a way that he speaks to us in and 



through its very words.  Therefore, we believe that the Scriptures are infallible and inerrant—that the Bible is without 
error in all that it asserts and, when properly interpreted, will not lead us astray.  The simple old adage is true: “What the 
Bible says, God says.” 
 

3.      Salvation by _______________  We believe that salvation is only by God’s grace, and is received 
solely by faith in Christ.  Our good works do not contribute to our salvation, but are evidence of a transformed life. 
 (Faith = salvation + works, not faith + works = salvation). We confess that this understanding is the clearest way to 
articulate the biblical gospel, and that the church’s health is seriously impaired with this teaching is obscured. 
 

4.      The _______________ of the Church The Gospel is good news for the entire world and evangelicals 
have always been committed to sharing that news in both word and deed. 
 

We will share in the mission of others who share these convictions with us and not seek to divide or be 
contentious. 
Our Reformed Convictions 
Last of all, City Pres is a congregation in the historic Reformed tradition. This term locates us within the spectrum of 
Protestant and Evangelical churches.  Specifically, as a church of Reformed convictions we are committed to those 
doctrinal views associated with the Presbyterian and continental Reformed churches and with the names of John 
Calvin, John Knox, Martin Bucer, and others.  Our official doctrinal statement is found in the Westminster Confession of 
Faith and Catechisms (easily found by searching online), documents drafted by Reformed churchmen in Great Britain in 
the 1640s.  In addition, we are committed to a Presbyterian system of church government, which is seen in our 
participation in and accountability to the Presbyterian Church in America. Below we seek to explain the broad 
characteristics of Reformed theology and Presbyterian church government. 
 

1.      God’s _______________ in Salvation  God saves only by his grace. 
His decision is not based on anything we have done good or bad (Romans 9.11-13).  He doesn’t ‘foresee the 

good guys’ because there are no good guys (we are all guilty, Romans 3.10-12).  If election were based on merit no one 
would be saved (Deuteronomy 6.9, 1 Corinthians 1.27, Romans 9.23).  God shows his mercy to people who neither 
want nor deserve it. 
 

2.      God’s _______________ in Salvation  We have free will in that we are free to do what we desire; 
however, no one naturally desires to love or obey God (Romans 3.23, 8.7, 1 Corinthians 2.14).  Our only hope is for 
Christ to make us alive (regeneration), for him to draw us to himself (John 6.44).  Just as God created the world out of 
nothing by calling it into being, so he calls us into life out of death (2 Corinthians 4.5-6).  The ability to repent and place 
our faith in Christ is a gift (2 Timothy 2.25, Ephesians 2.8-9). 

God is the first one to act in our salvation: he is its author (Hebrews 2.10, 12.2).  Regeneration must come 
before faith (our response) or faith isn’t a gift, and our salvation is ultimately based on our good works.  We must be 
born again to see the kingdom (John 3.3) and that new birth comes from God (John 1.12-13).  The only reason one 
person is a Christian and the other is not is God’s grace: “For who makes you different from anyone else?  What do you 
have that you did not receive?” (1 Corinthians 4.7). 

Finally, as God begins our salvation he promises to carry it to completion (Philippians 1.6, John 10.27-30). 
 Our growth is a matter of cooperation with God’s Spirit (Romans 12.1-2) but God is the ultimate source of our growth 
(Ephesians 2.9, Philippians 2.12-13).   
 
 
 
Our Denominational Affiliation: The Presbyterian Church in America 
 
History 
Presbyterianism has a long history in America, being brought here especially by the Scots.  (The established Church of 
Scotland is Presbyterian and something of a “mother church” for Presbyterians.)  The first General Assembly for 
Presbyterians in this country was held in 1788.  While there have always been several Presbyterian groups, the largest 
group split into Northern and Southern factions in 1861 at the onset of the Civil War 



The roots of our denomination, the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA), are found in what was 
commonly called the Southern Presbyterian Church, officially the Presbyterian Church in the United States (PCUS).  In 
1973 a group of churches and ministers left the PCUS out of prayerful concern that the old denomination was 
abandoning its orthodox, evangelical witness—particularly its allegiance to the authority of Scripture. 
 
 
Today 
While the PCA started in the South, it is certainly not an exclusively Southern church today.  The PCA has grown 
quickly to include churches all over the United States and Canada.  In 1982, the Reformed Presbyterian Church, 
Evangelical Synod (RPCES), a heavily Northeastern and Midwestern body, joined the PCA. 

In fact, for many years the PCA has been one of the fastest growing denominations in America, with much 
of its growth taking place in the Northeast and on the West Coast. 

The PCA has one of the most notable church-planting track-records of any contemporary denomination. 
The Southwest Church Planting Network (of which City Pres is a part) has planted over 50 churches in the 

United States and another 50 churches overseas since 1990 in Texas, Oklahoma, New Mexicto and Arizona.  (see 
plantchurch.org) 

For an example, note the rise of the PCA’s denominational campus ministry, RUF - Reformed University 
Fellowship. This began in 1973 with one campus. It chugged along, mostly adding campuses here and there in the south 
and southeast. Doug Serven joined RUF and started the work at OU in 2001. He was one of approximately 50 campus 
ministries only a handful which were in the Midwest and West at that time. As of 2011, there are over 130 RUF 
chapters, all run by ordained PCA campus ministers. These are found in Washington, California, Boise State, Arizona, 
New Mexico, Colorado, Minnesota, Michigan and even in Mexico City and Athens. (see ruf.org) 
Presbyterian Organization and Government 
 

1.     Presbyterian churches are governed by groups of men commonly called elders.  (The Greek word for 
elder is presbyteros.)  Ordinarily, “elder” refers to laymen who are called to share in the governing of the church; these 
men are often called “ruling elders.”  Ordained ministers are also considered elders, and in the PCA are often called 
“teaching elders.”  Basically, all ministers are elders, but not all elders are ministers.  (We at City Pres use the term 
“pastor” or “minister” to refer to what the PCA calls “teaching elders.”) 
 

2.     When Presbyterians use the word “church,” we often mean more than just the local congregation.  The 
church exists in concentric circles of accountability, and the governing councils are historically known in 
Presbyterianism as the “courts” of the church. 

A local church body is governed by its minister(s) and elders; this council is called the session. At the present 
time City Pres is a Mission Church of the North Texas Presbytery and therefore has been temporary government over 
church until we are particularized (a term that means we have elected our own elders and therefore have our own 
session). 

The regional church is also governed by its ministers and elders; this council is known as the presbytery. We 
are a part of the North Texas Presbytery. This is the area of all of Oklahoma and the north of Texas down to Waco. 
There are approximately 40 churches in this region. We meet together four times a year, and you are welcome to attend 
our meetings. (see ntpresby.org) 

The highest church council for the entire PCA also consists of ministers and elders; this is called the General 
Assembly. It meets once a year in June in various locations. (see pcaac.org) 
 

3.     _______________   
The job of the ministers and elders is essentially pastoral; they are to shepherd and lead the flock. 
The minister and elders are to receive, guide, direct, and guard (Acts 20:28-29; 1 Peter 5:1-3); to teach and 

exhort (1 Timothy 3:2; Titus 1:9); and to correct (Titus 1:9; Acts 20:30-31). 
Ministers especially carry out this pastoral duty by devoting themselves to the public preaching and teaching 

of the Word of God.  However, the other elders also teach the people, primarily in classes, small groups, and in 
personal conversation. 

The pastoral duty of the pastors and elders, of course, includes dealing with sheep who go astray.  As 
individuals and as a group, ministers and elders have a responsibility to instruct and warn believers who are falling into 
false doctrine or unbiblical patterns of behavior. 

As a group, the members of church courts may exercise formal discipline over church members under their 



oversight.  If necessary, they may impose the following formal censures:  admonition (a formal warning to repent), 
suspension from the sacraments, suspension or removal from office (for ministers, elders, and deacons), and 
excommunication (the solemn removal of a person from membership in Christ’s Church).  In all cases, strict controls 
are to be followed, and the goal is always for the wayward sheep to be welcomed back into the fold with celebration. 

Ministers and elders are also to equip believers for ministry (Ephesians 4:11-12) and oversee the various 
ministries of the church (1 Timothy 3:5; 5:7). 

This does not mean that the ministers and elders “run” the church, in the sense that they micro-manage its 
day-to-day operations and ministries.  To do this would not only distract them from their unique responsibilities, it 
would be to rob the men and women of the church of their opportunity to use their God-given abilities in ministry. 

Yet the ministers and elders do have a responsibility to ensure that the ministries are faithful to the 
theological vision of the church. 
 

4.     _______________ 
In addition to ministers and elders, PCA churches typically have one other “office,” that of deacon.  The 

primary ministry of the deacons is to assist the ministers and elders in various ways, including the oversight of ministries 
to the poor and needy. 
 

5.     _______________ in Church Office 
Here we need to address an issue that is controversial today — the question of having women serve in 

ordained church office.  The position of the PCA is that women are not to hold ordained offices of the church. 
On the one hand, we think this is an important issue.  We are convinced that the Scriptures are quite clear 

on this issue, and the position we hold has been the unanimous position of the church throughout history.  In fact, it is 
still held by the vast majority of Christians today. .  We believe that abandoning this biblical and historical view is an 
error. 

On the other hand, we recognize that it is possible for Christians committed to the authority of Scripture to 
disagree on this issue (as is the case on election, the sacraments, etc.).  We are committed to working together with all 
those who believe and proclaim the historic gospel, even when we disagree on other matters. 

The basic biblical position is this:  The Scriptures strongly affirm the fundamental equality of men and 
women—both men and women are (and this was an astounding proclamation in the Ancient Near East) fully the very 
image and likeness of God.  While strongly affirming this personal equality, the Scriptures, however, do not teach that 
men and women are simply interchangeable.  Men and women, the Scriptures teach, while clearly equal, are also different 
in many ways.  (See Genesis 1:27; Galatians 3:26-29.) 

Paul teaches that the ministers/elders—as the “fathers” of God’s household—are to be men.  (See 1 
Timothy 2:12; 3.)  Consequently, in keeping with historic Christian tradition, the PCA does not ordain women to be 
ministers or ruling elders. 

Please feel free to ask any other questions you have about this issue; you may also request an electronic copy 
of a helpful paper by Tim and Kathy Keller entitled “Women in Ministry.” 
 

6.     Important Note :  When considering these Reformed & Presbyterian distinctives, please remember the 
following:  No one is required to agree with Reformed doctrine in order to be a member of a PCA church (it’s sometimes said, “You don’t 
have to be a Presbyterian to be a Presbyterian!”). 

We do require elders to take a vow subscribing to the Westminster standards as containing the “system of 
doctrine” taught in Scripture. 

What about leaders of other ministries, such as CityGroups, ministry teams, Sunday School classes, etc.? 
Only elders (and some other non-ordained staff) are required to subscribe to the Westminster Standards. However, 
others in leadership are expected to understand our distinctives, to work with those of us who hold Reformed views, 
and not to undermine the distinctives of the church. 

But all that is required for membership is that one be a Christian.  If you can make a credible profession of your faith 
in Jesus Christ, and if you are baptized or are willing to be baptized, then you are welcome to become a member of City 
Presbyterian Church. 

More specifics of this Reformed and Presbyterian theological perspective may be found in Appendix D: The 
Reformed Faith: An Introductory Outline. 
 
Other Affiliations 
At City Pres, we believe it’s important and valuable to be a part of other groups of people who are like-minded and we 



will seek to do so as long as that doesn’t take away from our focus in Oklahoma City and our vows and obligations to 
our denomination. We are seeking membership in the Acts 29 Network (a broader, Reformed, missional group) and the 
Gospel Coalition in Oklahoma (another group that focuses more on conferences and resources). 
 
 
City Pres Future - Where Are We Going? 
 
City Pres’ Practices 
Our vision, hopes, truths and convictions will all be expressed in three central practices which lie at the heart of a 
biblical understanding of the church: worship, nurture and service. City Pres will Love God, Love People and Love the City. 
The specific form and style of these activities will be influenced by our philosophy of ministry. 
 
Love God - in worship 
This will include our regular Sunday services, our children’s church/nursery program, and special services (Christmas, 
Holy Week, weddings, funerals). 
 
What is worship? 
Worship is the central task of the Christian church. But what is worship? Tim Keller defines worship as seeing the worth of 
God and giving God what he is worth. In all Christian traditions — whether formally or informally liturgical (there is always a 
liturgy, a shape to the service) — these two core elements exist: 
 

1. There is _______________ God. As we hear the word preached and are nourished by the sacraments 
we receive God’s grace and see anew what he is worth. 
 

2. There is _______________ God, giving him what he is worth. We give him our sins (confession), our 
substance (offering), our praise (singing, other responses), our needs (prayers of the people). We give him our problems 
(completely trusting in him), our devotion (recognizing and repudiating our idols), our thanks (eschewing self-pity). 
 
 
City Pres’ Worship Style: 
We seek to be ancient and authentic, as well as liturgical and accessible.  We seek to combine strong gospel preaching 
with excellent music, the use of the church calendar, and weekly communion. We want our worship to be “sinner 
sensitive,” intelligible to the seeker/unbeliever, yet deeply edifying for the believer.  We hope for our services to feel 
weighty yet warm, rich yet comfortable. Our worship will also be ‘missional’ in that we pray for and expect to have 
unbelievers in all of our services. 
Key words that we want to describe our worship: celebration, reverence, mystery, creativity, community, discipleship. 
 
City Pres’ Liturgy: 
Our regular Sunday liturgy follows a four -fold pattern:. 
 
_______________ 
        Prelude | Call to Worship | Prayer | Doxology | CityVision | Singing 
 
_______________ 
        Scripture reading | Sermon 
 
_______________ 
 Confession of Sin | Declaration of Pardon | Invitation to the Table | The Great Thanksgiving Prayer | The 
Words of Institution | Personal reception of the elements | Prayer during Communion | Baptisms (if necessary) | 
Offering and Last hymn  
 
______________________________ 
        Benediction | Charge/Dismissal | Postlude 



 
 

One last word about worship. We really care about worship and want to do it very well and the best way we 
can. We take this seriously. But we can take ourselves too seriously. We can be so into Presbyterianism or Reformed 
theology or our liturgy or our music style that we actually miss the whole point of it all - loving and glorifying God 
himself. That theme comes up frequently in the Bible. 

Let’s be mindful of the all-too-easy tendency to elevate our preferences so that we look down on others or 
refuse to worship in a different way than what we’re used to or prefer. This often takes the form of music styles, but it 
can come in other ways as well. 
 It is not uncommon to hear that a particular choice of music or a new rendition of a favorite song made 
someone mad, or unable to worship. That is far too simplistic. It is ironic that it is often those who have been churched 
the longest who are supposedly the most mature believers who respond with such immaturity. 
 One of the ways we love others is by caring about what they love and joining them in it. Not if it’s wrong or 
sinful. But if it’s a matter of taste and preference, then we should seek to put aside our own likes and try to like and love 
the other person’s. We can still retain our opinions and preferences, but we need to think of others in this way.. Then it 
becomes an advantage to enter corporate worship knowing that the very style or music choice I dislike are the great 
delight of others, those whose interest I have chosen to make more important than my own. 
 We have to start somewhere. We have to pick songs and styles, but we need to be open to good songs done 
well of any style and type - because we love Christ and we love others. 
 
 
Love People - nurturing cur community 
This includes developing an infrastructure for building community as well as a plan for equipping the community. 
 
_______________ 

Large Group Socials: seasonal parties, service projects 
planned and unplanned 

CityGroups: community groups meeting in neighborhoods, reaching out to others, parties, service 
 planned and unplanned 
1-1s: fostering friendships and mentoring relationships 
 planned and unplanned 

 
_______________ 

Vision Meetings (New Members Classes) 
Biblical Imagination Conference 
Young Marrieds Retreat 
Ministering to the Heart Conference 
Officer Training (elders) 
RYM Youth Conferences 
Seminary extension classes 
Church planting training and mentoring programs 

 
 
 
Aside: A note about CityGroups in the life of City Pres. 
CityGroups provide a context for small-group community and care in City Pres. These are essential parts of our church, 
and we want every person in City Pres to be an active member of a CityGroup. CityGroups are gospel communities where 
people are growing on a mission and in relationship with each other and God. 
 
CityGroups will form around committed leaders who wish to serve and pastor people. Each CityGroup also needs a 
host who will make the group feel welcome in its location, and that ministry of hospitality is essential (though it doesn’t 
have to be extravagant). 
 
 



CityGroups Love God 
CityGroups will _______________ together. We don’t want to lose our focus on the Scriptures, but these may not be in-
depth studies. They will focus more on processing and application in a group. We want to know it and live it out. 
CityGroups will _______________ together. We want to continue to plead with the Lord to answer our prayers because he 
promises that he will and he wants to hear us. Some will pray for the first time in a CityGroup, but no one will be made 
to pray. We want to trust God for all the things in our life and pray big prayers. 
CityGroups will _______________ and redemption. We want to tell and hear about how God is currently working in our 
lives and in the world. Faith isn’t just theoretical. Grace isn’t just something that happened to us a long time ago. It’s 
current; it’s deep; and it’s all around us and we want to practice telling each other.   
 
CityGroups Love People 
CityGroups will _______________ together. We want this to be an authentic community where people know each other 
and are known. That takes time and must be done with care as we share our lives. We want this to be the place where 
you would call someone at 2am if you need to, or throw a wedding shower, or go to the pub, or show up at a an award 
ceremony or concert. 
CityGroups will _______________ together. We want our CityGroups to throw parties they think are incredible. 
CityGroups will _______________ each other. Life is messy, and we’ll have plenty of chances to practice biblical 
reconciliation as we repent with each other. We don’t want to immediately call the pastors, but try to work things out 
on our own. 
CityGroups are places where _______________. We want men and women with leadership gifts and abilities to lead 
CityGroups, under the love and direction of the pastors at City Pres. Some of these might even grow to be church 
plants with church planters. 
 
CityGroups Love the City 
CityGroups will _______________ together. We want our CityGroups to take and tackle projects in our city and to work 
together to seek the good of our city. 
CityGroups could _______________ to do something larger at times. Two or three CityGroups might want to throw a 
weekend retreat or camping trip or prayer meeting or service project. 
CityGroups are one of the places where we talking about _______________ and changing our world.   
 
CityGroups are THE key way we seek to build community in our church. It is also where we find our leaders. Our vision is to have over 30 
healthy CityGroups in the next three years. 
 
 
Love the City 
 
_______________ 

Music, art showings, movie discussions at local theatre. 
“Bridge” outreach events, business lunches downtown, artists’ lectures, concerts, etc 
Vocational mentoring, networking and development (within various fields and professions) 
Making each other aware of the festivals, parties, opportunities and discussions in Oklahoma City and 

attending these events together 
 
_______________ 

Poverty Relief and Community Development: working with Novo, TEEM, City Rescue Mission 
College Ministry: developing Reformed University Fellowship (RUF) at Oklahoma City University 
Counseling ministry - First Stone, eventually creating a City Pres counseling program 
Salt and Light Leadership Team 
Capitol Community Bible Study 
Partnering with other churches and ministries in Oklahoma City on common projects and initiatives. 

 
_______________ 

Involvement with other works around the country and internationally - MNA, MTW, missions 
Domestic and international mission trips ourselves 



 
 
Membership at City Pres 
 
The Biblical Concept of Church Membership 
People often ask, “Why do you emphasize membership?  Where is that in the Bible?”  The answer is simple: while the 
phrase “church membership” is not used explicitly in the Bible, the concept is presupposed on every page.  Real 
community takes real commitment. We see church membership as being essential in that community commitment. 
If you decide not to join City Pres, we won’t keep hassling you about it (at least not too much).  You may wish to wait 
and see how our church develops.  Do not join unless you are ready to be committed. However, we do believe that church 
membership is a biblical concept and, if City Pres is to be your “home” church, we hope that you will prayerfully 
consider membership eventually. 
To be a member of a church is to make a public promise to live according to biblical teachings and to support the 
mission and ministry of the local church. 
 
The Benefits of Membership 
 

1.      Members have the benefit of _______________ to the pastors and elders, the spiritual leaders. 
Hebrews 13:17 teaches us to “obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls.” The 
command presupposes that you are in a covenantal relationship with certain leaders – how can you keep this command 
if you are not?  Those who say, “I am accountable only to God,” are not only in disobedience to Scripture, they are 
placing themselves in great spiritual danger. 

2.      Members have the benefit of helping _______________ the ministry of the church. It is members 
who vote in congregational meetings and elect the officers who guide the direction of the church. And only members 
are eligible to serve as elders. 

3.      There are certain other _______________ to church membership as well. Ordinarily, only those who 
are members of City Pres may have their children baptized into the membership of City Pres. And only members may 
lead in certain church ministries, such as CityGroups. 
 
Membership and Accountability 
In Presbyterian churches, each local church and each minister is held accountable to the church as a whole—while 
preserving local autonomy on things such as style and philosophy of ministry. In the same way, while expression of 
individual gifts is a priority, each individual church member has a relationship of accountability to the church. 
 

1.      _______________ As Christians, we are to encourage one another constantly to follow Christ. 
Moreover, pastors and elders have the authority to inquire into the general lifestyle of believers, to disciple, to 
encourage, and to admonish. This general oversight is a privilege for which we should all be thankful. (Hebrews 13:17; 1 
Thessalonians 5:12-13) 
 

2.      _______________ While ministers and elders cannot bind the conscience of believers beyond the 
teachings of Scripture, they do have genuine authority to lead the people according to biblical standards. For example, 
they cannot say, “You must be in a CityGroup,” but they can say, “You must break off this adulterous affair.” In those 
cases where pastoral counsel regarding sin does not result in repentance, the stages of formal church discipline begin. 
This starts with formal admonition, and then can escalate to suspension from the sacraments and even to removal 
from membership in the church (excommunication). Discipline is never merely for some particular sin, but is always 
for refusal to repent over a sin. The goal of church discipline is always the complete restoration of the offender. (1 
Corinthians 5)Outlining this isn’t meant to be scary, but to let you know about the process. 
 

One more comment on church discipline and accountability: For many people in our secular society, the 
idea of accountability to the church is quite novel. Yet hundreds of thousands of Christians will testify to the benefits 
of being a part of a community where people love you enough to be honest with you. If you have questions about this, 
please speak with a member of the pastoral staff. 
 
Membership Vows 



According to the Book of Church Order of the Presbyterian Church in America, communing members# must give their 
assent to the following five membership vows: (taken from the Presbyterian Church in America’s Book of Church Order) 

1.      Do you acknowledge yourself to be a sinner in the sight of God, justly deserving His displeasure, and 
without hope except through His sovereign mercy? 

2.     Do you believe in the Lord Jesus as the Son of God and Savior of sinners, and do you receive and rest 
upon Him alone for salvation as He is offered in the Gospel? 

3.     Do you now resolve and promise, in humble reliance upon the grace of the Holy Spirit, that you will 
endeavor to live as becomes a follower of Christ? 

4.     Do you promise to support the church in its worship and work to the best of your ability? 
5.     Do you submit yourself to the government and discipline of the Church, and do you promise to strive 

for its purity and peace? 
  
Expectations of Members 
What does it mean to be an active member of City Pres?  How should you flesh out your promise to “support the 
Church”? What does God intend for his people to do as a part of his church? We hope to see all of our members 
involved in at least the following areas: 
 

______________________________  Regular, daily use of the “means of grace” — Bible reading and 
prayer— methodically for your own spiritual growth. 
 

______________________________  “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for 
he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to 
meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.” 
 —Hebrews 10:23-25 
 
 ______________________________ CityGroups are the main avenue for engaging in our community at City 
Pres.  For your own spiritual growth as well as others’, you need to belong to a group:  “Rather, speaking the truth in 
love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held 
together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it 
builds itself up in love.”  —Ephesians 4:11-16 
  

______________________________  “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good 
stewards of God's varied grace: 11whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who 
serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To 
him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.”  —1 Peter 4:10-11. 
 
Use your gifts.  Opportunities include: 

Children’s Church and Nursery | Music Team | Prayer Ministries | Sunday Set Up (room, chairs, 
communion set up) | Book Table | Ideas and implementation for Bridge events and parties | Photography 
Graphic Design | Hospitality | Counseling | Greeters | Welcoming others to our community 

  
______________________________  Let the gospel overflow from your life into the lives of those around 

you—at home, at work, in your circle of friends. Help those whom you bring to City Pres to be able to connect into the 
life of the church. 
  

______________________________ We will discuss this more fully below. 
   
 
Another way to put it 
So you don’t have to do anything but be a Christian in order to be a member of City Pres. But there is so much more 
we hope you will embrace. 
 

_______________ We want you to gladly follow the City Pres pastors and CityGroup leaders. We want to 
gladly lead you. 



 
_______________ We want you to joyfully serve in our church. We want you to find a place that fits how 

God has made you and aligns with your passions. We also want you to identify needs and be willing to serve in 
something you don’t love doing for a short time if that is necessary. 
 

_______________ We’re not going to make you give. But our church will not make it if its members are 
not generous givers. We’d like for you to make 10% giving your bottom figure, and seek to give more than that. We 
want to be a church that is promiscuous with its money and resources. We want to be able to ask and see God answer 
from our number, and be able to go into ministry opportunities we feel God leads us to because we have the resources 
We’re not trying to get rich, fat and happy and blow our money. 
 

_______________ We feel every single member should serve in the nursery and children’s program. This is 
an often neglected area that many people (ahem, men) simply ignore, but it matters so much. So when you become a 
member you’ll be asked to get trained and on the schedule. This includes the pastors of the church. We’re all in on this, 
and it sets a model and tone for us that we want to care for people. 
 

_______________ We want you involved in a CityGroup. We don’t think anyone in our church, much less 
members, should be coming only to Sunday worship. Which CityGroup will you get in? We’ll be asking you. You also 
need to join and participate in The City. This is our way to communicate with people in our church. You’ll need to 
regularly check this to understand what we’re doing in our church. 
 

_______________ We want you to be an invitational Christian. Please invite people to Sunday worship, 
your CityGroup, to your house for dinner and to relationship with you and Jesus. 
 

_______________ We want you to look for areas to do ministry. Sometimes we want you to just go for it 
and do it, especially when that can be done at a personal or small group level. But if it is at a bigger level, we’d like for 
you to talk it through with the pastors so we can stand behind you and help you in any way possible. We don’t want to 
control all ministry. We hope that will be impossible. We don’t even know about everything you did as you minister in 
Christ’s name. But we do want to have some sense of what people are doing in our city. 
 

_______________ We want you to remember that loving people is hard to do. We often get in tough spots 
with each other. We don’t like the music. We don’t like the parenting style. We don’t like a certain political position 
someone in our CityGroup holds. It’s easy to write people off and bad-mouth them. That isn’t love. As Christians, we 
need to love people, and love what they love, and be patient. The church is so often so quick to judge and gets so 
prickly about certain things. Let’s talk through differences and love each other as we do it. Let’s not just take our toys 
and leave the sandbox. 
 

_______________ There are times when you have to leave a church. We understand that. We don’t want to 
make that a painful process. We want you to leave well with us. That means we’d like to to talk about it without 
ultimatums or demands from either side. We’ve seen that happen too many times. We’d love for you to leave with our 
blessing and encouragement, whether you are going to another city or to another church within our city. 
 
 
 

We’ve covered all the other questions you’ll be asked for membership except one. 
The fourth question is about your commitment to involvement in the life and work of the City Pres church 

community. 
4.  Do you promise to support the church in its worship and work to the best of your ability? 
This includes assent to the church’s general vision and philosophy of ministry, including our commitment to 

the centrality of worship, to CityGroups, to being a church for the unchurched, and to serving Oklahoma City. 
This promise also includes the understanding that City Pres is a Presbyterian church and that, while you may 

not hold Presbyterian views yourself, you are knowingly and willingly joining a church which holds these distinct views. 
This also includes the responsibility of supporting the church with your time and money, being a good 

steward of that with which God has entrusted to you, and being involved in the ministry of City Pres. 



 
Supporting the Church Financially 
Supporting the worship and work of the church to the best of your ability is one of the membership vows. While this 
certainly includes much more than money, it does not include less. 
 
Churches need money. That’s not all they need, but they do need money. Having a healthy generous church will allow 
us to do so many more things, and we have a lot of things God has laid on our hearts in Oklahoma City. 
 We want you to think and pray about: 
 Meeting needs around you generously as you see needs. 
 Giving to specific ministry projects as they arise. 
 Estate planning and long-term giving. 
 But our number one need is for you to give a tithe of your money. Tithing is not all that is expected but it is 
expected. We’re not going to have tithing police or anything, but we would like for you to commit to giving regularly 
and generously in this way. Statistics show us that Christians only give 3% or so. We’d like to blow that out of the water 
and never have to worry about our budget being met. We’d like for our members to regularly give over 10% and that 
that would not be unusual at all. 

Malachi 3:10 “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in my house, and test me 
now in this,” says the Lord of hosts, “if I will not open for you the windows of heaven, and pour out for you a blessing 
until there is no more need.” 

2 Corinthians 9:7 “Each one must give as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver.” 
 When we give in this way, we are following God. We are also reminding ourselves that it’s not true that only 
10% is his. In fact, ALL of it is his. We forget this so easily, and money becomes such an idol in our lives and hearts. 
 
Here are three basic biblical teachings on the subject of giving to the work of the kingdom: 
 

1.     Giving must be in ______________________________ 
The Bible gives three guidelines: 

 
The guideline of the _______________ In the Old Testament believers were required to give a tenth of their 

income to the support of the ministry and the needs of the poor. While the New Testament does not give believers this 
requirement today, surely we who are blessed more are not encouraged to give less. Thus the tithe (10%) is a kind of 
minimum guideline for giving. 
 

The guideline of giving _______________  The Apostle Paul says of the Macedonians, “they gave according to 
their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own free will” (2 Corinthians 8:3). That means they gave 
until it meant a sacrifice in their lifestyle.  
 

The guideline of _______________ Christians are to give “according to [their] ability” (Acts 11:29). There are 
seasons to economic life, and we all have economic responsibilities to our families and to our debts. In many cases, 
good planning is necessary in order to gradually move our giving into Biblical proportions while still meeting personal 
and legal financial obligations. 
 

2.     Giving is a _______________ to God’s grace. Paul asked for money by saying, “[I] say this not as a 
command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is genuine. For you know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich” 
(2 Corinthians 8:8-9). What a test!  Paul says that the difference between moralists (those who think that God accepts 
them because of their goodness) and Christians (those who know they are sinners saved purely by grace) is that a 
Christian wants to give as generously as he or she has received. Put starkly, we always give effortlessly to those things that give 
our lives meaning, to our “gods.” 
 

3.     Giving must be ______________________________. Paul directed the Corinthians to set aside a 
portion of their wealth each week until he would come and receive it, in this case for the relief of famine victims in 
Palestine (see 2 Corinthians 8 again). Giving “spontaneously” might meet point 2 above, but it’s rarely up to point 1. 



You need a plan, and the church can help with reminders and directions (for example, you might consider reading and 
discussing a Dave Ramsay course) 
 
 
A Giving Plan: 
 

1.    Evaluate your own _______________ with regard to money. What do you most enjoy spending money on? 
What percentage of your income is going 1) to God’s Kingdom (your church, other Christian ministries), and 2) to help 
those in need (outside your family)? How close is it to 10% of your income? Read Matthew 6:19-34, 1 Timothy 6:6-10, 
2 Corinthians 8:1-5; 9:6-15. Do you need to adjust your giving in light of biblical values, in terms of eternal investments? 

Many of us have made poor decisions with our money. This is a good time to admit those and get help to 
get out of debt, start saving for the future and doing whatever possible to live within your means. There are many 
people in our church who would love to spend time with you helping you on this issue. Doing this helps you live in 
much more freedom. And think of all the money that you could give to the church instead of to the credit card 
companies. 
 

2. Do you have a regular _______________ for giving? First, decide what percentage of your income you will 
give to the Lord’s work this year. Then, ask yourself if this is sacrificial and, on the other hand, if this is responsible. Last, 
whenever money comes in, set aside the Lord’s portion first, with the understanding that it is his, not yours. 
 

3. Prayerfully distribute the money among Christian causes. We hope your church is your primary avenue of spiritual 
growth, and giving to your home church will be a first priority. But there are other churches, missionaries, and 
ministries that are worthy of support as well. 
 

4. Evaluate your use of “non-liquid” resources. 
Are you using your car for God’s glory by giving people rides? Are you using your house to God’s glory by 

inviting people in? Do you have special resources that God has blessed you with? If so, are you generous with those? 
 
 
 
 
 

A Giving Worksheet 
 
My annual income is $__________________ 
 
 
A tithe of that income (10%) is $__________________ 
 
 
My offering beyond the title will be $ _______________ 
 
 
 
You can give weekly or monthly. You can give at church or online. 



 

Appendix A 

Four Wrong Models of Church/World Relations 
  
Tim Keller describes four wrong models of the church/world relationship.  We have found this helpful in showing people what City Pres will not be as a 
church.  
  
Assimilation 
“In this model, believers simply give in and adopt the pagan culture’s values and world-view, both internally (in their 
fundamental values and perspectives) and externally (by learning and adopting the culture’s customs, habits of dress, 
food, language).”  -Keller.  This is the old style immigrant model typical of many liberal churches.  Often political and 
social issues take over the mission of the church and it becomes in the world, for the world, but just like the world. 
  
Privatization 
“In this model, believers keep the external trappings of Christian faith and practice, but they adopt the more 
fundamental values and perspectives of the dominant culture.  Often this is called ‘privatization’ because one’s faith is 
kept to Sunday services and externals and does not really shape the way we actually live. This may be called an ‘oreo’ 
model in which we superficially resemble one culture but internally and actually we are another. For example, believers 
may not smoke or drink too much or have sex outside of marriage, and may use lots of pious jargon  – yet in their core 
beings they may be as materialistic and individualistic, and status- or image-conscious as the society around.  [In one 
biblical example]…Though formally worshipping the Lord, the idolatrous attitude of the surrounding culture had 
penetrated them to their core.  They sought to manipulate God into giving them prosperity and comfort through 
limited ‘buy-offs’ of the deity rather than surrender to his grace. ” – Keller.  These are often wealthy, powerful 
establishment churches (both liberal and conservative) which are in the world, just like the world (in what really 
matters), and rarely serving the world 
  
Militant Ghetto 
“In this model, believers respond to the unbelieving culture with a sense of superiority and hostility and a very great 
degree of separation.  They feel highly polluted by the very presence of the unbelieving schools, entertainment, arts, and 
culture and feel they cannot really function in the society without having the cultural power.  This is the ‘soldier’ model, 
in which believers consider themselves hostile visitors, seeking to ‘take back’ the culture through introducing legislation 
and taking over institutions.  Some take a more passive approach and withdraw from any real interaction, just 
denouncing and bewailing the moral decay, while others aim to get the cultural power back. [In one biblical example of 
this, people] are more angry than repentant over their new powerless situation, and cannot envision how they can 
worship and function outside of the land where they had sovereignty.”  - Keller.  This if the model of many evangelical 
churches involved in the Christian right.  This model leads churches to be not in world, not like world (but mirroring it 
often), and not serving but attacking the world!  The mission of the church is hi-jacked by all sorts of conservative 
agendas that become dominant, whether political, ethical, or doctrinal. 
  
Ministry Ghetto (Revivalist) 
“In this model, believers respond not with too much pessimism but too much optimism.  They expect a miraculous, 
sweeping intervention by God which will convert many or most individuals and explosively transform the culture. 
Therefore, instead of becoming deeply engaged with the society and people around them, working with others as co-
citizens to deal with troubles and problems, believers concentrate completely on evangelism and discipleship, building 
up the church and their own numbers. They often justify this by saying ‘if enough people became Christians, then our 
other problems would go away.’  In this model, Christians are often pressed to go into ‘full-time ministry’ but not to 
become play-writes, artists, lawyers, or business people.  This ‘revivalist’ (also called ‘pietist’) approach forms a happy 
parallel alternative culture, with the goal of picking off individual converts and bringing them in.  This is a ‘tourist’ 
model in which the believers are just ‘passing through’…” – Keller.  Many evangelical mega-churches, charismatic 
churches fit this model.  They are not in world, not like world, and only perform limited service to the world.          



Appendix B 

The Nature of Saving Faith 
Taken from “The Everlasting Righteousness” by Horatius Bonar (1874) 

  
Faith relies on Christ, not self. 
  
For faith is no work, nor merit, nor effort; but the cessation from all these and the acceptance in place of them of what 
another has done – done completely, and for ever. (74) 
Faith adds nothing to the cross, nor to its healing virtue.  It owns the fullness and sufficiency and suitableness of the 
work done there, and bids the toiling spirit cease from its labors and enter into rest.  Faith does not come to Calvary to 
do anything.  It comes to see the glorious spectacle of all things done… 
  
Faith listens to the ‘it is finished’ of the sin-bearer, and says, ‘Amen.’  Where faith begins, there labor ends – labor I 
mean, for life and pardon.  Faith is rest, not toil.  It is the giving up of all the former weary efforts to do or feel 
something good in order to induce God to love and pardon; and the calm reception of the truth so long rejected: that 
God is not waiting for any such inducements, but loves and pardons of his own good will, and is showing that good will 
to any sinner who will come to Him on such a footing, casting away his own poor performances or goodnesses, and 
relying upon the free love of Him who so loved the world that He gave His only son.  (116) 
  
Weak faith not a problem 
  
With a weak faith and a fearful heart many a sinner stands before the altar.  But it is not the strength of his faith, but the 
perfection of the sacrifice that saves; and no feebleness of faith, no dimness of eye, no trembling of hand, can change 
the efficacy [effectiveness] of our burnt offering [which is Christ].  The vigor of our faith can add nothing to it, nor can 
the poverty of it take anything from it.  (23) 
  
The quality or quantity of faith is not the main question for the sinner. (25) 
  
The strength or kind of faith required is nowhere stated [in the Bible].  The Holy Spirit has said nothing as to quantity 
or quality, on which so many dwell, and over which they stumble, remaining all their days in darkness and uncertainty. 
 It is simply in believing – feeble as our faith may be – that we are invested with Christ’s righteousness. The simplest, 
feeblest faith suffices; for it is not the excellence of our act of faith that does anything for us, but the excellence of Him 
who suffered for sin, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God.  His perfection suffices to cover not only 
that which is imperfect in our characters and lives, but also that which is imperfect in our faith, when we believe on His 
name.  (73-74) 
  
All faith here is imperfect; and our security is this:  that it matter not how poor or weak our faith may be - if it touches 
the perfect One, all is well. (110) 
  
Faith is not a ‘work.’ 
  
Faith is not our righteousness… (107) 
  
Faith is not our physician; it only brings us to the Physician.  It is not even our medicine; it only administers the 
medicine. Our faith is but our touching Jesus; and what is even this, in reality, but His touching us?  
  
Faith is not our savior.  It was not faith that was born at Bethlehem and died on Golgotha for us.  It was not faith that 
loved us and gave itself for us; that bore our sins in its own body on the tree; that died and rose again for our sins. 
 Faith is one thing, the Savior another.  Faith is one thing and the cross another.  (109-110) 
  
Faith does not work, but accepts a work done ages ago… (112) 



  
Faith is truly a ceasing from work, and not a working; it is not the doing of anything in order to be justified, but the 
simple reception of the justifying work of Jesus…for the one justifying work of Christ was completed eighteen hundred 
years ago, and any attempt on our part to repeat or imitate this is vain.  The one cross suffices. (176) 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 



 

Appendix C 

A Guide to Justification and Sanctification in Christ 
  
Key verses on Justification: 
         Isaiah 6.1-7, 53.1-12, 61.10 
         Zechariah 3.1-5 
         Matthew 3.13-17, 5.17 
         Luke 15.11-31 
         Romans 3.9-4.8, 5.1-21, 9.30-10.4 
         1 Corinthians 1.30 
         2 Corinthians 5.21 
         Galatians 2.16, 21, 3.10-13 
         Philippians 3.1-9 
         Titus 2.3-7 
         Hebrews 7.26-27, 9.9-14, 24-28, 10.10-18 
  
Justification is an act of God’s free grace, wherein he forgives us of all our sins and accepts us as righteous in his sight, 
only because of the righteousness of Christ imputed (legally credited) to us, and received by faith alone. 
-Westminster Shorter Catechism (paraphrased) 
  
Note some aspects of this definition: 

- Justification is a one-time “act” of God motivated totally by his grace and love for us. 
- The act of justification consists in a 2-fold legal declaration of those in Christ: forgiveness of all our sins 

and acceptance as totally righteous. 
- The sole ground of justification is Christ’s atonement and obedient life. 
- The means of receiving this gift is “faith alone”: actively trusting Christ for salvation from sin.  Faith is not 

a work.  Rather, faith looks away from our works to depend on Christ’s work.  Also, faith always produces good works 
in response to the gospel of free justification. 
  
The Differences Between Justification and Sanctification 
  
“by one sacrifice he [Jesus] has made perfect forever those who are being made holy.”   - Hebrews 10.14 
  
Justification is God declaring sinners in union with Christ forgiven and righteous in his sight – it’s God making us 
“perfect” in his eyes the moment we trust Jesus. 
  
Sanctification is God making sinners in union with Christ more righteous in their being and behavior – it’s us “being 
made holy” by God throughout our earthly life. 
  
Key verses on Sanctification: 
         Ezekiel 36.24-27 
         Luke 7.36-50 
         Romans 6.1-14, 8.1-17, 12.1-2 
         1 Corinthians 13 
         Galatians 2.20, 3.1-5, 5.13-15, 16-18, 19-26 
         Ephesians 2.1-10, 4.29-5.7, 6.17-18 
         Colossians 2.6-7 
         2 Timothy 3.14-17 
         Titus 2.11-14 
         Hebrews 2.17-18, 4.12, 14-16, 10.19-25, 12.1-3 
  



   
Justification                                              Sanctification 
Deals with sins’ guilt & penalty         Deals with sins’ corrupting power 
  
Affects our status                                          Affects our nature and behavior 
  
Getting declared righteous                            Being made righteous 
  
Imputed righteousness of Christ             Imparted righteousness of Christ 
  
Is an ACT of grace                                         Is a WORK of grace 
  
Happens ONCE for all                        Is progressive, an ongoing process                   
 at conversion                                     throughout Christian life. 
  
Never changes                                     Changes 
  
Establishes permanent relationship               Deals with fluctuating fellowship 
  
Passive Righteousness                          Active Righteousness 
  
  
Have you ever distinguished between your justification and your sanctification?  Have you ever separated your status 
before God from “how you’re doing spiritually”? If you haven’t, then you’re still “struggling to be free” as a Christian; if 
you have, then you’re “free to struggle.”  When you separate or distinguish between justification and sanctification it 
changes your life because you understand that your status before God is not determined by your current level of obedience or 
disobedience.  In other words, your justification is not dependent on your sanctification.  Rather your justification is 
dependent on Christ alone!  When you believe this truth, you understand the grace and love of God in new ways.  You 
are free to rest in God’s grace like never before and deeply experience the freedom and joy of the gospel. 
  
  
The Similarities Of Justification and Sanctification 
  
Justification and Sanctification are both: 

- Grounded in Christ’s incarnate life, death, resurrection, and ascension. 
- Received by grace through faith in Christ alone 

  
  
The Relationship Between Justification and Sanctification 
  
Though they are different and must never be confused, justification and sanctification are both aspects of union with 
Christ; thus, these benefits can never be separated and always go together. 

- Justification always goes with sanctification. You can’t be justified and not be being sanctified. 
- Sanctification is always a sign of justification. 
- Our ongoing faith in Christ for justification helps drive our sanctification because this faith grasps God’s 

love sanctification; sanctification does NOT produce justification! 
  
Experiencing Justification 
  
David Brainer’s Diary  (paraphrased and abridged by Tim Keller) 
  

When I was about twenty years of age I was engaged more than ever in the duties of religion. I became 
strict, and watchful over my thoughts, words, and actions; and thought I must be very seriously religious, because I 



considered entering the ministry. I spent much time every day reading my Bible and praying, and I gave great attention 
to Sunday sermons. In short, I had a very good outside, and trusted entirely in my religious duties, though I was not 
then aware of what I was doing wrong. 

Though I often confessed to God that I, of course, deserved nothing, yet still I harbored a secret hope of 
recommending myself to God by all these duties and all this morality. When I prayed affectionately, and felt some 
melting of my heart in love to him, I hoped God would thereby be moved to care for me. So I thought that through my 
repenting and praising him and seeking him, I could make good steps toward heaven. When my heart seemed full of 
love and faith, I felt that God would be affected by that, and would hear my prayers for their sincerity. In other words, I 
healed myself with my duties. I told myself, "God must accept you, because look at how whole-heartedly you serve and 
seek him." Now here was the problem. The more I tried love God with all my soul, the more I saw how little I really 
loved him. The more I sought a soft heart, the more I felt 

How hard my heart was, and I supposed it must be softened before Christ would accept of me. One night I 
remember in particular, when I was walking alone, and I had opened such a view of my sin that I feared the ground 
would cleave as under under my feet and become my grave. I saw it was impossible for me, after the utmost pains, to 
answer the demands of God's law. I saw it condemned me for selfish and angry and fearful and envious and lustful 
thoughts, which I could not possibly prevent. 

Then, after a considerable time spent in such distresses, one morning I was alone and I saw that all my 
contrivances and projects to effect or procure salvation were utterly in vain. I had thought many times that the 
difficulties were very great, but now I saw them in a different light--that it was totally impossible to do anything toward 
delivering myself. The tumult that had been in my mind now quieted. I saw that all my prayers and repentances and 
feelings and obediences had not laid the least obligation upon God to bestow his salvation on me. 

Then I realized why they were of no avail. When I had been fasting, praying, obeying, I thought I was aiming 
at the glory of God, but I was doing it all for my own glory--to feel I was worthy. As long as I was doing all this to earn 
my salvation, I was doing nothing for God, all for me! I realized that all my struggling to become worthy was an 
exercise in self-worship. I was actually trying to avoid God as saviour, and to be my own saviour. i.e. I was not 
worshipping him, but using him. 

Then, at that time, the true way of salvation opened to my mind. I saw so much of its wisdom and 
suitableness and excellence that I wondered how I ever was blind to it. I wondered why everyone did not see this way 
of salvation--not by my own contrivances, but entirely by the righteousness of Christ. I felt myself in a new world, and 
every thing about me appeared with a different aspect from before. 
  
  
John Bunyan, from Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners (paraphrased and abridged by Tim Keller) 
  

Every little touch would hurt my tender conscience. But one day, as I was passing through a field, suddenly I 
thought of a sentence, "your righteousness is in heaven", and with the eyes of faith, I saw Christ sitting at God's right 
hand. And I suddenly realized--THERE is my righteousness. Wherever I was or whatever I was doing, God could not 
say, "where is your righteousness?" for it was right before him. I saw that my good frame of heart could not make my 
righteousness better nor a bad frame of heart make my righteousness worse, for my righteousness was Jesus Christ, the 
same yesterday, today and forever. 

Now my chains fell off indeed! I felt delivered from slavery to guilt and fears. I went home rejoicing for the 
love and grace of God. Now I could look from myself to him, and I realized that all those weak character qualities in 
my heart were like the pennies that rich men carry in their pocket, when their gold is safe under lock and key. Christ is 
my treasure, my righteousness. Now Christ was my wisdom, righteousness, holiness, and salvation. 
  
Richard Lovelace, Dynamics of Spiritual Life 
 

Only a fraction of the present body of professing Christians are solidly appropriating the justifying work of 
Christ in their lives.  Many have so light an apprehension of God’s holiness and of the extent and guilt of their sin that 
consciously they see little need for justification, although below the surface of their lives they are deeply guilt-ridden and 
insecure.  Many others have a theoretical commitment to this doctrine but in their day-to-day existence they rely on 
their sanctification for justification…drawing their assurance of acceptance with God from their sincerity, their past 
experience of conversion, their recent religious performance or the relative infrequency of their conscious, willful 
disobedience.  Few know enough to start each day with a thoroughgoing stand upon Luther’s platform: you are 
accepted, looking outward in faith and claiming the wholly alien righteousness of Christ as the only ground for 



acceptance, relaxing in that quality of trust which will produce increasing sanctification as faith is active in love and 
gratitude. 
  

We all automatically gravitate toward the assumption that we are justified by our level of sanctification, and 
when this posture is adopted it inevitably focuses our attention not on Christ but on the adequacy of our own 
obedience.  We start each day with our personal security resting not on the accepting love of God and the sacrifice of 
Christ but on our present feelings or recent achievements in the Christian life…Christians that are no longer sure that 
God loves and accepts them in Jesus, apart from their present spiritual achievements, are subconsciously radically 
insecure persons…their insecurity shows itself in pride, a fierce defensive assertion of their own righteousness and 
defensive criticism of others. 
  
  
  

 



 

Appendix D 

The Reformed Faith:  An Introductory Outline 
  
Reformed and Presbyterian Beliefs 
 
 In addition to those beliefs which we hold in common with all Christians and with all evangelical Protestants—we hold 
certain views which are more distinctive to what is called the Reformed tradition.  This section is designed to give a basic, 
cursory introduction to some Presbyterian and Reformed distinctives.  We’ll start with what is perhaps the most 
controversial; in fact, many (wrongly!) limit being “Reformed” or “Calvinistic” to one’s view on this issue. 
  
The Sovereignty of God in Salvation 
  
1.      The “Five Points of Calvinism”; the TULIP 

- Total Depravity:  Human beings are dead in sin and unable to come to Christ in and of themselves.  (See 
Jeremiah 17.9; 1 Corinthians 2:14; Ephesians 2:1-3.) Better called pervasive depravity. 

- Unconditional Election:  God’s decision to save some people is not motivated by their desirability or 
goodness; rather, he is motivated solely by his own unconditional love.  (See Matthew 11:27; John 15:16; Acts 13:48; 1 
Peter 1:1-2; Ephesians 2:8-10; note virtually all of Ephesians 1.) 

- Limited Atonement:  Christ death does not merely make salvation possible, but it actually saves all those for 
whom he died.  (See Matthew 1:21; John 10:11; 1 Peter 2:24.)  Better called particular atonement. 

- Irresistible Grace:  In those God whom has chosen to save, he will overcome all sinful resistance and pride, 
changing their hearts so that they will eagerly come to Christ for salvation.  (See John 1:12-13; John 3:3-8; Acts 16:14; 
Ephesians 2:1, 5.) 

- Perseverance of the Saints:  Though never totally free from all remaining sin in this life, all those who truly 
come to Christ will persevere in the Christian life.  Salvation cannot be utterly lost.  (See John 5:24; 6:35-40; 10:27-30; 
Romans 8:1; Ephesians 4:30; Jude 24-25.) 
 
2.      Some Clarifications: 

We in the Reformed tradition do not believe that God forces anyone to accept Christ against his or her will. 
 Rather, God changes our hearts so that we desire to trust in him for salvation. 

We certainly do not believe that God ever sent anyone to hell who genuinely desired to come to Christ. 
 Rather, a genuine desire to come to Christ is evidence of God’s working in the heart, in consequence of his election of 
that person to eternal life. 

Nor do we believe that a person, simply because he or she is “chosen,” can live a notoriously ungodly life 
and yet still go to heaven.  While we do not believe that good works contribute to meriting one’s justification, we do 
believe that a changed life is the necessary evidence of God’s saving work in the heart.  In the words of Martin Luther, 
“We are saved by faith alone, but never by a faith which is alone.” 
 
The Sacraments 
1.      Baptism 

Baptism is a sacrament ordained by Jesus Christ for the admission of people into the Church.  The Bible 
calls baptism both a “sign” and a “seal” of the promise God has made to us in the good news of Jesus. 

Sign & Seal: Baptism is a sign, or picture, of many things.  This includes that we are joined to Christ and his 
body, the church (1 Cor. 12:13), and that we have been connected to his death and resurrection (Romans 6:5) 
 Infant baptism 

In all of God’s covenants with humanity the children of his followers have been included in the people of 
God.  There is no indication in the New Testament that this has changed with the coming of Christ.  (See Acts 2:38-39.) 

The sacramental sign and seal of inclusion in God’s covenant people in the Old Testament was 
circumcision.  Baptism replaces circumcision in the New Testament (see Colossians 2:11-12); it seems only consistent 
that it should also be applied to the infant children of believers. 

We do not believe that baptism is an automatic guarantee of eternal salvation for anyone, whether infant or 
adult. 



 
2.      The Lord’s Table 

The Real Presence 
Communion (or the Lord’s Supper) is a sacrament ordained by Jesus to be celebrated in his church so that 

we might remember his sacrifice.  Like baptism, not only is it a picture of all that Jesus has done for us, but it is also a 
way that we as believers are spiritually nourished 

The Reformed view of the Eucharist: we believe that in the Eucharist, while no physical change takes place 
in the bread and wine, Christ is truly present through the power of the Holy Spirit, and that those who come in faith 
grow into deeper union with Christ.  Communion is symbolic, but it’s not just a symbol.  (See John 6; 1 Corinthians 10 
& 11.)  

Frequency of Communion 
The biblical witness, along with the earliest historical documents reveal communion to be an integral part of 

weekly Christian worship. 
In the Middle Ages, while Mass was “said” at least weekly, the people only received Communion (and then 

only the bread) annually, usually at Easter.  In the Reformation, many leaders—especially John Calvin—tried to restore 
weekly communion for the entire congregation, which was almost certainly the New Testament practice.  

At City Pres, we seek to honor the biblical and historical pattern by celebrating Holy Communion as a 
central act of Christian worship each Lord’s Day. 
 
Charismatic Issues 

City Presbyterian Church is not a distinctively charismatic church and has not directly been a part of what is 
often called the “charismatic movement.” 

It is our conviction that direct, verbal revelation from God was completed when the New Testament was 
finished.  (See Ephesians 2:20, where the role of apostles and prophets is considered not ongoing but foundational.)  To 
argue that prophecy (in this sense) continues today is to compromise the sufficiency of Holy Scripture. 

Therefore, while God may give us extraordinary new insights, always based on his Word, it is confusing to 
label this insight as prophecy.  Similarly, while some believers may pray using free vocalization, we don’t think that this 
is what St. Paul called “speaking in tongues.” 
 
The Lordship of Christ Over All of Life 

Reformed Christians have often emphasized the development of a distinctly Christian worldview, a 
genuinely biblical way of looking at all of reality.  (See 1 Corinthians 10:31.) By affirming Christ’s lordship over the 
totality of life, the Reformed tradition has tended to stay away from drawing false dichotomies between the “sacred” 
and the “secular.”  For example, Reformed folk tend to say that being a minister or missionary is not a “higher” calling 
than being an artist or an engineer.  This is often referred to as the Reformed doctrine of vocation. 

Another example of this principle would be the Reformed insistence than no man-made religious rules be 
added to the teachings of Scripture.  For example, while the Bible clearly teaches that drunkenness is sinful, it does not 
forbid the use of alcohol.  Consequently, the Reformed tradition has never fully embraced the various movements 
toward the prohibition of alcohol. 
  
  
  
 



Appendix E 

A Biblical Theology of the City 
by Dr. Tim Keller 

 
As more and more people become city-dwellers it is imperative that the church understands how to reach out to the expanding cities of the 21st 
century. Here Tim Keller shares some biblical insights. 
 
THE MEANING OF THE CITY 
God designed the city with the power to draw out the resources of creation (of the natural order and the human soul) 
and thus to build civilization. 
 
A. God’s invention 
God’s future redeemed world and universe is depicted as a “city.” Abraham sought the city  “whose builder and maker 
is God” (Hebrews 11.10). Revelation 21 describes and depicts the apex of God's redemption, as a city! His redemption 
is building us a city - the new Jerusalem. 

In fact, when we look at the New Jerusalem, we discover something strange. In the midst of the city is a 
crystal river, and on each side of the river is the Tree of Life, bearing fruit and leaves which heal the nations of all their 
wounds and the effects of the divine covenant curse. This city is the Garden of Eden, remade. The City is the fulfilment 
of the purposes of the Eden of God. We began in a garden but will end in a city; God’s purpose for humanity is urban! 
Why? So the city is God’s invention and design, not just a sociological phenomenon or invention of humankind. 
 
B. Why cities develop culture 
“The city is not to be regarded as an evil invention of ungodly fallen man... The ultimate goal set before humanity at the 
very beginning was that human-culture should take city-form... there should be an urban structuring of human historical 
existence... The cultural mandate given at creation was a mandate to build the city. Now, after the fall, the city is still a 
benefit, serving humankind as refuge from the howling wilderness condition into which the fallen human race, exiled 
from paradise, has been driven... The common grace city has remedial benefits even in a fallen world. It becomes the 
drawing together of resources, strength and talent no longer just for mutual complementation in the task of developing 
the resources of the created world, but now a pooling of power for defence against attack, and as an administrative 
community of welfare for the relief of those destitute by reason of the cursing of the ground' (Meredith G. Kline, 
Kingdom Prologue). 

It is widely understood that when God tells Adam and Eve to “have dominion” and “fill the earth” he is 
directing them to build a God-honoring civilization. They are to bring forth the riches that God put into creation by 
developing science, art, architecture, human society. Kline reveals, however, that since Revelation reveals that the “end” 
of creation (the climax of the work of the “Second Adam” Jesus Christ) is a city - that therefore God was calling Adam 
and Eve to be city builders. City building is an ordinance of God just like work and marriage. And indeed, cities draw 
together human talent and resources and tap the human potential for cultural development as nothing else does. 
There is no absolute way to define a “city.” A human settlement becomes more “urban” as it becomes more a) dense 
and b) diverse in its population. God made the city to be a developmental tool, a form of cultural “gardening,” designed 
to draw out the riches he put into the earth, nature and the human soul at creation. Even after the fall, cities are places 
of “common grace” though each factor also now can be used (and is!) for evil purposes. 
 
C. How it does it 
 
1. First, the city (as the Garden) is a place of refuge and safety. 
It has always been a place where people come who are too weak to live in other places. In the earliest days, cities 
provided refuge from wild animals and marauding tribes and criminals. When Israel moved into the promised land, the 
first cities were built by God’s direction as “cities of refuge,” where the accused person could flee for safety and civil 
justice. Thus God invented cities to be a sign of divine, not self, protection. Even today, people like the homeless, or 
new immigrants, or the poor, or people with “deviant” lifestyles, must live in the city. The city is always a more merciful 
place for minorities of all kinds. Why? The density of the city creates the possibility of strong minority communities. 
Density creates diversity. The dominant majorities often dislike cities, but the weak and powerless need them. They 
cannot survive in the suburbs and small towns. Cain built his cities for self-protection from God and the vengeance of 



others. So the refuge of the city can be misused, as when people with sinful lifestyles find refuge in the city from the 
disapproval of the broader culture. 

Practical note: It is hard for middle-class families to live in the cities, and thus the cities are seen as hostile 
places. But for anyone who is not part of the dominant culture (singles, the poor, ethnic minorities, etc.) the city has 
great advantages over non-urban areas. 
 
2. Second, the city as a cultural mining/development centre. 
Even the description of the wicked city of Babylon shows the power of the city to draw out the resources of creation - 
of the physical world and the human soul. In Revelation 18 we see that the city is a place of 1) music and the arts 
(v.22a), 2) crafts and works of all arts and manufacturing (v.22b), 3) trade and retailing (v.23c), 4) technological advance 
(v.23a), 5) family building (v.23b). This is what the city was designed by God to do, as an instrument of glorifying him 
by “mining” the riches of creation and building a God-honouring civilisation. 
Practical note: The city, then, has a powerful magnifying glass effect. Since God invented it as a “cultural mine,” it 
brings out whatever is in the human heart. Why? The density and therefore diversity of the city brings out the best (and 
the worst - see below) in the human heart. How does it do so? The divinely-given ability of the city to do “culture-
making” can be discerned at the most practical level by the urban resident. 
* The city puts me together with unique numbers of people unlike me. 
* The city attracts the minorities of any society who can band together for mutual support. Thus the city is deeply 
merciful to those with less power, creating safe enclaves for singles vs. families, the poor (and even the rich!) vs. the 
bourgeois, immigrants vs. longer-term residents, racial minorities vs. majorities. Thus the city will always be the most 
diverse human-life structure. 
* Because I am put together (by its density) with unique numbers of diverse people, all my thinking and views are 
radically challenged. I am confronted with creative new ways to think about things, and I must abandon my traditional 
ways or become far more knowledgeable and committed to them than I was before. Thus I become vastly more 
creative, committed, skillful in all I am or do. 
* Sin takes this divine-strength - the diversity of the city - and turns it into a place of conflict and strife. The gospel is 
needed to resist the dark side of this gift. 
* The city puts me together with unique numbers of people like me. 
* The city also attracts the strongest as well as the weakest (see above). The challenge of the city attracts the most 
talented, ambitious (and restless, see below). Thus, whoever you are, when you come to the city you are confronted by 
far more people who are far better than you at whatever you do. 
* Because I am put together with unique numbers of like-but-extremely-skilled people in my field, I am radically 
challenged to “reach down deep” and do my very best. More than that, I feel driven and pressed by the intensity of the 
density to realise every ounce of my potential. 
* Sin takes this divine strength - the culture-forming intensity - and turns it into a place (also) of both deadly hubris and 
burn-out. The gospel is needed to resist the dark side of this gift. 

Cities draw and gather together human resources and tap their potential for cultural development as no 
other human-life organisation structure can. 

It is quite wrong to see the city as intrinsically evil! It was designed by God to “draw out” and to “mine” 
what God made. We should appreciate the power of the city and realise that the tremendous evil has been brought to it 
by us! 
 
3. Third, the city as the place to meet God. 
Ancient cities were religious institutions. They were usually built around a “ziggurat” - the original skyscrapers! They 
were temples where a particular god was thought to “come down.” The cities were seen to be the royal residences of 
the god, and the city was dedicated to him/her. The city was where the cultus for that god was centred, and where you 
went if you wanted to serve him or her. All of this was probably a twisted “memory trace” of the original design of 
God, that the Edenic city, the new Jerusalem, would be the place where people would meet him, where his 
temple/presence would be. 

After Eden was lost to us (temporarily) through sin, God creates a new city in the desert, by dwelling among 
his people in the tabernacle, and around his Tent is a city of tents. The city of God will be his dwelling place. Later, the 
earthly city of Jerusalem becomes a symbol and sign to the future city of God. In the earthly Jerusalem, God's dwelling 
place, the temple, stands as the central integrating point of the city’s architecture and as apex of its art and science and 
technology. As a result, Jerusalem is “the joy of the whole earth” (Psalm 48.2). But she is only a sign of the city of God 
which is heavenly and which is to come. All true believers even now have as their mother, “the Jerusalem that is above, 



is free” (Galatians 4.26). 
Why are cities always “religious hotbeds” where people are spiritually seeking and restless? The density and diversity of 
the city - the same dynamics that produce cultural development - also keep people spiritually “off balance” and restless. 
Cities, therefore, are the key to evangelism in any area. Paul’s missionary journeys essentially ignored the countryside. 
When he entered a new region, he planted churches in the biggest city, and then left! 
* Why? The reason for ministry in cities mirrors what we’ve seen about the nature of cities. 
* Cultural cruciality. In the village, you might win the one or two lawyers to Christ, but if you wanted to win the legal 
profession, you need to go to the city where you have the law schools, the law journals published, etc. 
* Global cruciality. In the village, you can win only the single people group that is there, but if you want to spread the 
gospel into 10-20 new national groups and languages at once, you go to the city where they can all be reached through 
the lingua franca of the place. 
* Personal cruciality. In the village little changes and people live in very stable environments. Thus they are suspicious 
of any major change. Because of the diversity and intensity of the cities, urbanites are much more open to radically new 
ideas - like the gospel! Because they are surrounded by so many people like and unlike themselves (see above), and so 
much more mobile and subject to change, urbanites are far more open to change/conversion than any other kind of 
resident. They may have moved to the city out of a searching restlessness. But even if not, once they get to the city, the 
pressure and diversity makes even the most traditional and hostile people open to the gospel. 
* Result? By year 300 AD, 50% of the urban populations of the Roman empire were Christian, while over 90% of the 
countryside was still pagan. (Note: Some believe that the very word “pagan” comes from the Greek paganus meaning a 
farmer or man of the country.) Because Christianity captured the cities, it eventually captured the society, as must 
always be the case. What captivates the cities also captivates the arts, media, scholarship and the professions. Cities are 
the “culture-forming wombs” of the society, made by God to be so. 
 
D. How sin breaks the city 
1.  The diversity of the city under sin creates a place of racism, classism, and violence. Also the city becomes a refuge, 
not from the wilderness or persecution, but from God and his law. 

For example, people have gone to the cities to engage in sexual practices that are proscribed by many places 
in society, but the natural “tolerance of diversity” that cities inherently have is twisted into a place where “anything 
goes.” People go to the city to create their own moralities. 

Second, while cities still do attract and sustain enormous race and cultural diversity, human sin makes cities 
places of constant racial strife, class warfare, crime and violence. This can be seen perfectly in Genesis 11 and Babel. 
The Babel-builders specifically sought to build a city that would gather people for their own glory (see below). (Many 
scholars believe that, since Genesis 9 and 10 indicates God wanted human spread and cultural differentiation, Babel 
may have actually been built in resistance to cultural diversity. See Vos.) In any case, the result of the sin of Babel is 
confusion. People cannot communicate. Any human effort at unity based on common defiance of God resulted in 
fragmentation and greater disunity. So today, cities built on human defiance of God and for 'making a name' for the 
human builders find enormous strife and confusion and violence between diverse groups of people. 

Practical note: Many people hate cities because of the diversity of cultures, people “not like us,” but we see 
that God enjoys and wills the diversity of cultures as bringing forth the richness of his creation. Christians should 
rejoice and enjoy diversity of cultures, recognising that they all stand judged by God’s Word. 
 
2. The cultural-development power of the city under sin creates a place of pride, arrogance, excess, over-work, and 
exhaustion. 

The quintessential City of Rebellion is Babel. “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches 
to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the whole earth” 
(Genesis 11.4). 

The first skyscraper is built in clear defiance of God. The original mandate of God to humankind was to be 
“miners” of all the riches of creation. They were to turn to the natural resources of the physical universe and the 
personal resources of their own creation in the image of God. They were thus to be culture builders, developing science 
and art and civic life, building civilisation that glorified God as its source and ground. Now we have a city dedicated to 
“mining cultural riches” for human glorification and to show its independence of God. 

Since the human heart is made in the image of God and is totally depraved, therefore the city brings out the 
very, very best and worst of human capabilities. Adam would have developed a city of God and all the potentialities of 
creation (physical nature and human spirit) would have been untainted and thus the city would be glorious. Today, 
however, art and science and technology and education serve to both bring out the best and worst. We can all feel it. 



Nothing challenges and presses you to excellence like the city. But nothing drives you to reach down deep and do well. 
In sin that all becomes tainted and idolatrous and exhausting, of course. The purpose of the City of Rebellion is “to 
make a name for ourselves.” This is still a deep drive and engine in the building of any human city. It is a spirituality of 
darkness of enormous force, it is a motivation moving many or most people who move toward the city. 
 
3. The spiritual restlessness of the city under sin makes the city a hotbed of cults and false belief. 

Cities are always the hotbed of religious cults. They are inveterately religious. Every city is dedicated to a god 
- even if it is the secular “religion.” In cities, ordinarily, the Christian churches can be found with the best ministries, 
theological resources, churches, etc. Until recently, that is. Protestant Christians abandoning the city inevitably make it 
easier for the city to turn to false gods. Because God invented cities to be religious centres, human idolatries are 
enhanced in the city. It is not surprising that cities were the places in which the “new” ideas of the Enlightenment first 
took place and where irreligion first became rampant in Western society. Cities are always places that are “ahead of the 
curve.” But it stands to reason that these would be the first places where secular people who are steeped in the unbelief 
of their culture would be the most open to Christianity as a new idea. Cities would be the place where any new vision of 
Christianity would take shape and begin to capture the culture's imagination again. 
 
Summary 
* Reach the city to reach the culture. Protestant (evangelical) Christians are the least urban religious group and thus have 
the least impact culturally. Three kinds of people here affect the future: a) elites, b) new immigrants, c) the poor. The 
single most effective way for Christians to “reach” the US would be for 25% of them to move to two or three of the 
largest cities and stay there for three generations. 
* Reach the city to reach your region and the world. a) Region. You can’t reach the city from the suburbs, but can reach 
all the metro area from the city. b) World. The return of the “city-state.” The cities of the world are now linked more to 
one another than to their own states and countries. Each major city is a “portal” to the other major cities of the world. 
* Reach the city to reach your own heart with the gospel. 
* In the city you’ll find a) people that seem “hopeless” spiritually, and b) people of other religions or no religion and of 
deeply non-Christian lifestyles that are wiser, kinder, and deeper than you. This will shock you out of your moralism and 
force you to either finally believe the gospel of sheer grace, or give it up altogether. You may get top marks on 
justification by faith alone, but functionally, believe salvation by works. The city will show this to you as nothing else 
will. 
* In the city you will find that the poor and the broken are often much, much more open to the idea of gospel grace 
and much more dedicated to its practical outworkings than you are. 
* You should eventually come to see that you need the city more than the city needs you. 
 
HOW TO LIVE IN THE CITY 
 
A. Models of life in the city 
In every earthly city, there are two “kingdoms” present, two “cities” vying for control. They are the City of Baal (or 
Satan or the god of this world) and the City of God. 
* The city of Satan deifies power and wealth and human culture itself (making art, technology, business an end in itself 
instead of a way of glorifying God). 
* The city of God is marked by God shalom (Jeru-shalom) - his peace. His peace is a place where stewardship of God, 
creation, justice, compassion and righteousness lead to harmony and family building and cultural development under 
God. 
* Christians are to see the earthly city as something to love and win. They are to win it by seeking its shalom (Jeremiah 
29) and seeking to spread the city of God within it, and to battle the city of Satan within it. 
* We are to see that, though the fight between these two kingdoms happens everywhere in the world, earthly cities are 
the flashpoints on the battlelines, the places where the fighting is most intense, where the war can be won. 
 
Models of urban ministry are then: 
We despise the city. Church as fortress. (Forgetting the city as Jerusalem). 
We are the city. Church as mirror. (Forgetting the city as Babylon). 
We use the city. Church as space capsule. (Forgetting the city as battleground). 
We love the city. Church as leaven. Jeremiah 29. 
Any theological model of the city will fail if one or more of these three biblical themes of the city is neglected, omitted, 



or over-emphasised. 
 
B. Basic methods/ministries 
* WORD (Ezra). Ezra recovered the Word for the people. Preaching, discipling, teaching. evangelizing in a way 
contextualised to the concerns and capacities of the people of the city. 
* DEED (Nehemiah). Nehemiah made the city safe and functional. Mercy and Justice! Holistic ministry. Safe streets, 
good jobs, decent housing, good schools. 
* WORK (Esther). Esther rose high in a pagan society but then used her position at great risk to work for justice in 
society and for her people. A key part of city ministry is to equip Christians to work distinctively as Christians in their 
vocation. 
* COMMUNITY (Jeremiah). Jeremiah's letter (chapter 29) told the exiles to neither assimilate nor separate but live out 
their lives as a community “seeking the peace of the city.” So we are not only to be “witnesses” by our individual lives, 
but by the beauty of our communal life. a) Generosity with money and simplicity of life, b) races and classes loving 
together over barriers, c) sexual purity and respect shown by men/women to one another in relationships. 
 
C. Getting the power 
Jesus went down to the city, and was crucified “outside the gate”: sent into howling wilderness, the biblical metaphor 
for forsakenness - losing the city! Jesus lost the city that was, so we can be citizens of the city to come, making us salt 
and light in the city that is! Our citizenship in the City-to-come, by his grace, equips us for the city that is. 
 
  
  
  
         
 



 

A Church That Plants Churches 
Adapted from Redeemer Tulsa 

       
City Presbyterian Church has grown through the regular proclamation of one central message: Sin has left you more 
broken than you ever feared, and God has loved you more than you would ever have hoped. Every problem a Christian 
faces comes from a failure to understand or apply that message correctly. 
       
We exist to reach people for Christ and to equip them to serve. To accomplish that goal, we encourage everyone to find 
and love a church that preaches the Gospel of Jesus Christ clearly. We believe that we as a church can facilitate that goal 
by planting churches. 
       
1. Why We Plant Churches 
       
A. We plant Churches to Reach the Lost 
       
The United States continues to become more urban. Small towns have lost the ability to produce the necessary jobs to 
maintain their population. Young adults find it necessary to move to cities to find work and the schools they desire. 
       
Metropolitan areas such as Tulsa must continue to plant churches to keep up with the demand of a growing population. 
The Tulsa Metropolitan Area is projected to add 100,000 people per decade for the indefinite future. Planting 20 
churches per year would only keep up with that pace. Of course, we cannot plant 20 churches a year, but we must not 
foolishly believe that one church will ever grow big enough to meet the needs of our city. 
       
Plus statistics show that multiple churches do a much better job of reaching a growing population than single large 
churches. For instance, a church that adds 20 members a year will have 400 members at the end of 20 years. But 
through multiplication a church that plants 1 church of 20 people, which the next year plants another church of 20 
people, and so on for 20-years, will have reached over 10-million in the same period of time! Of course that kind of 
pyramid growth is unlikely, but the statistics give a sense of the kind of outreach unleashed by church planting. 
       
Finally, un-churched people are attracted to new churches. A visitor feels at home more quickly in new churches. As a 
matter of fact, statistics show that 80% of the members of new churches have no previous local church affiliation. 
       
B. We Plant to Equip More Leaders 
       
New Churches give committed people a chance to lead early. Established Churches inevitably develop ensconced 
leadership. A Church only needs so many leaders. Once those positions have been filled, the recruitment and training 
function of the church tends to decline. 
 
Church plants offer officer training to completely new and sometimes unexpected groups of people. More people take 
the responsibility of ministry upon themselves, serving as teachers, leaders, deacons, elders and pastors. 
       
C. We Plant to Create Better Defined Churches 
       
Every Church has a personality, choosing it’s own areas of focus. The sharper focus a Church maintains, the more 
capably it reaches its goals. Having more Churches will allow us to have some churches focused on discipleship, others 
focused on fellowship, worship, missions etc. We do not dream of seeing ten clones of City Pres one day. Rather, we 
hope to see ten very different churches reaching a wide range of people. 
       
D. We Plant to Create Better Located Churches 
       
Seems obvious, but it is easier to be a vital part of a Church that is close to your house. Ideally it will increase your 



missional living if you worship, work, and go to school near your home. It is much easier to invite someone to a church 
near their home, than to one the next town over. 
       
E. We Plant to Protect Our Pastor and Congregation 
       
Nothing has proven more detrimental to the Church in our generation than the cult like status afforded pastors of big 
churches. Having a college of 10 pastors all serving churches of 300 members provides each pastor with a cloud of 
mutual accountability that facilitates a healthy spiritual life. 
       
F. We Plant to Bless Our Congregation 
       
Actively engaging in the mission of Christ through planting Churches brings great spiritual blessings, but there is a more 
selfish reason. 
       
According to Ed Stetzer, when a mother church plants a daughter, on average the mother church grows 22%. We have 
already seen higher growth than that since we launched the Owasso church. According to that statistic, if we continue 
to have 350 per week in Worship until we launch our next Church, then we should expect 420 in Worship the year after 
we launch. I think there are some secular reasons to account for this growth, such as increased name recognition and 
market optimization. But primarily I think God loves Churches who plant Churches. 
       
2. How We Plant Churches 
       
We plan to plant churches using a team concept. Our increasing community will maintain close ties. We hope to share 
as much administration cost as possible, even sharing office space when it is convenient. We may even share executives 
in the future if feasible. As a team we plan to work together to train church planters, and to plant a new church every 3 
– 5 years. 
      
     
3. Where We Will Plant Churches 
       
We hope to see a minimum of 10 Churches planted in the Oklahoma City Area in our lifetimes. We hope to reach these 
areas: (City Pres has written this part) 
 
- South Oklahoma City 
- Moore 
- Yukon 
- Midwest City 
- Del City 
- Nichols Hills 
- Mustang 
- Midsouth Oklahoma City (Capitol Hill) 
- one Hispanic church 
- one African American church 
 
 



 

The Sixty Second Case for Infant Baptism 
From Infant Baptism And the Silence of the New Testament 

by Bryan Holstrom 
 
God made an everlasting covenant with Abraham and commanded him to circumcise every male child in his 
household, which was to serve as a sign of the covenant between them. (Gen. 17:9-14). 
 
This covenant, which was a covenant of election, finds its fulfillment in the promised seed, Jesus Christ, and continues 
in force until all those for whom He died are welcomed into His kingdom (Gal. 3:16-4:7; Heb. 6:13-18; 9:15; 1 John 
2:25). 
 
With the death and resurrection of Christ, the sign of the covenant was changed to baptism, in order to reflect the 
reality that a bloody sign (circumcision) was no longer appropriate, now that Christ had shed His blood for the 
remission of sins (Heb. 9:23-10:14; Matt. 28:19-20). 
 
The New Testament is devoid of any language suggestion that the rules for membership in the church have changed 
from what had prevailed for two thousand years. On the contrary, because the new covenant era is an era of greater 
grace, the application of the covenant sign is not longer limited only to males, but now encompasses all the children of 
believers (Acts 2:38-39). 
 
Because baptism has replaced circumcision as the sign of the covenant, Paul connected the significance of the two rites, 
and described baptism as the ‘circumcision of Christ’ (Col. 2:11-12). 
 
The household baptismal accounts in Acts demonstrate that the principle of family solidarity that applied in the Old 
Testament period still holds true in the New Testament era.  They also make it highly probable that Acts, contrary to 
popular opinion, contains explicit accounts of children being baptized (Acts 10:24-48; 16:11-15; 16:25-34). 
 
Paul declared that the children of Christian parents are ‘holy’ (1 Cor. 7:14). 
 
Jesus rebuked His disciples for trying to prevent believers from bringing their infant children to Him in order to receive 
His blessing.  He told them that “of such is the kingdom of God,” and warned that those who reject the reception of 
little children in His name thereby reject Him (Mark 10:13-16; Matt. 18:1-6). 



 

How Important Is Church Membership? 
Excerpts from a sermon by John Piper 

 
 
I will point to five strands in the New Testament of evidence for church membership. Each of these reveals something 
in the New Testament which would be minimized or denied if there were no definable local church membership. 
 
The Church Is to Discipline Its Members 
Church membership is implied by the way the church is supposed to discipline its members. Consider the implication 
of Matthew 18:15–17 where “the church” (ekklesia) appears to be the final court of appeal in matters of church 
authority as it relates to membership.  If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him 
alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with 
you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 
church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 

If there is no church membership, how can you define the group that will take up this sensitive and weighty 
matter of exhorting the unrepentant person and finally rendering a judgment about his standing in the community? It’s 
hard to believe that just anyone who showed up claiming to be a Christian could be a part of that gathering. Surely, “the 
church” must be a definable group to handle such a weighty matter. You know who you mean when you “take it to the 
church.” 
 
Excommunication Exists 
Church membership is implied by the simple fact that excommunication even exists. Paul implies this in 1 Corinthians 
5:12–13 where he deals with the necessity of putting someone out of the church. He says, “What have I to do with 
judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the church whom you are to judge? God judges those outside. ‘Purge the evil 
person from among you.’” 

There are two implications here: One is that there is an “in the church” group and an “outside the church” 
group. Being in the church is definable. The other implication is that a person can be removed from being “in the 
church.” Such a formal removal would not be possible if there were no such thing as a clear membership—who is an 
accountable part of this body, and who is not? 
 
Christians Required to Submit to Their Leaders 
Church membership is implied in the biblical requirement of Christians to be submitted to a group of church leaders, 
elders, or pastors. The point here is that without membership, who is it that the New Testament is referring to who 
must submit to a specific group of leaders? Some kind of expressed willingness or covenant or agreement or 
commitment (that is, membership) has to precede a person’s submission to a group of leaders. 

Consider the way the New Testament talks about the relationship of the church to her leaders. 
 

Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give 
an account. (Hebrews 13:17) 
 

We ask you, brothers, to respect those who labor among you and are over you (proistamenous humon) in the Lord 
and admonish you, and to esteem them very highly in love because of their work. (1 Thessalonians 5:12–13) 
 

Let the elders who rule well (hoi kalos proestotes presbuteroi) be considered worthy of double honor, especially those 
who labor in preaching and teaching. (1 Timothy 5:17) 
 

How is this leadership and this submission going to work if there is no membership defining who has made 
the commitment to be led and who has been chosen as leaders? If we downplay the importance of membership, it is 
difficult to see how we could take these commands to submit and to lead seriously and practically. 
 
Shepherds Required to Care for Their Flock 
Church membership is implied in the way the New Testament requires elders to care for the flock in their charge. Of 



course elders can extend their love to anyone and everyone, and should, within the limits of their ability. But the 
question is whether the Bible tells elders that they are to have a special responsibility and care for a certain group—a 
group of members. Consider Acts 20:28 where Paul tells the elders how to care for their flock, “Pay careful attention to 
yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he 
obtained with his own blood.” 
This verse does not say elders cannot visit unbelievers or those who are not yet members. But it does make clear that 
their first responsibility is to a particular flock. How are they to know who their flock is? Who are we as elders and 
pastors responsible for? For whom will we give an account to God? 

The way Peter speaks to the elders in 1 Peter 5 is even more clear on this point. Verses 2–3: “Shepherd the 
flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not 
for shameful gain, but eagerly; not domineering over those in your charge (tov kleron), but being examples to the flock.” 

“Those in your charge” (portion, lot) implies that the elders knew whom they were responsible for. This is 
just another way of talking about membership. If a person does not want to be held accountable by a group of elders or 
be the special focus of the care of a group of elders, they will resist the idea of membership. And they will resist God’s 
appointed way for them to live and be sustained in their faith. 
 
The Metaphor of the Body 
Church membership is implied in the metaphor of the body in 1 Corinthians 12:12–31. The original meaning of the 
word member is member of a body, like hand and foot and eye and ear. That’s the imagery behind the word member in the 
text. Verse 12: “Just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one 
body, so it is with Christ.” 

So the question this imagery raises for the local church that Paul is describing in 1 Corinthians 12 is: Who 
intends to be treated as a hand or foot or eye or ear of this body? There is a unity and organic relationship implied in 
the imagery of the body. There is something unnatural about a Christian attaching himself to a body of believers and 
not being a member of the body. 
 
Expectation for All Believers 
So for these five reasons and more we believe that membership is a New Testament expectation for all believers. Each 
of us should be a member of a local body of believers.  We should take responsibility to discipline those of the body 
who do not repent from public sin that brings reproach on the name of Christ.  We should declare ourselves part of the 
body so that if we are wayward, we ourselves would be liable to such exclusion.  We should take our position under the 
leadership and authority of a particular group of elders.  We should declare ourselves part of a group who expect to be 
watched over and cared for by a particular group of elders.  And we should find our place in the organic whole as a 
body part—a member—of a local body of Christ. 

That is God’s plan for us and for this church. That’s what we mean by membership. All of those aspects of 
membership are rooted in the truth that the local church is an expression of the universal church. Part of what it means 
to belong to the body of Christ is to belong to a body. 
 
A Blood-Bought Gift of God’s Grace 
I close by urging you to pray and to think this through for your own life. The New Testament knows of no Christians 
who are not accountable members of local churches in the sense that we have just seen. “Lone-Ranger Christians” are a 
contradiction because becoming a Christian means being united to Christ, and union with Christ expresses itself in 
union with a local body of believers. It seems to us that in the New Testament, to be excluded from the local church 
was to be excluded from Christ. This is why the issue of membership is so important. 

Are you an accountable member of a local church? Not just: Is your name somewhere? But, are you 
committed to discipline and being disciplined according to biblical standards? Have you publicly declared your 
willingness to be shepherded and to be led by the leaders of a local church? Do you see yourself and your gifts as part 
of an organic ministering body? Do you show by your firm attachment to Christ’s body that you are attached to Christ? 
Church membership is a blood-bought gift of God’s grace. More than most of us realize, it is a life-sustaining, faith-
strengthening, joy-preserving means of God’s mercy to us. I urge you not to cut yourself off from this blessing. 


